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May 2002
Dear Fellow Bostonians,
I am pleased to present the Boston Transportation Fact Book and Neighborhood Profiles report.

Boston’s reputation as the hub of New England has been historically linked to the growth of its
transportation connections. Today, as in the past, transportation is more than moving people and goods. It
is about Boston’s quality of life. The vitality of the city relies upon residents’ access to jobs, community
facilities and culture in the city, and the ability of commuters and visitors to choose between various modes
of travel.

This publication provides an overview of our transportation facilities and how they are used. The
first section summarizes the transit and highway infrastructure serving Boston and the region. We are,
however, also a city of distinctive neighborhoods, each with its own transportation story. The second
section provides details on these residential enclaves. Local landmarks such as schools, libraries, parks and
community centers are located in the context of MBTA stations, parking facilities and the network of
arterial and residential streets.

The report is one component of Boston’s citywide transportation plan, Access Boston. Other
components address pedestrian safety, on and off-street parking, bicycling, public transportation and
regional connections. This fact book was prepared in partnership with the Boston Metropolitan Planning
Organization. I thank all those who contributed to the effort.

I hope you will find the information contained here useful and that it will help you in making
Boston continue to flourish during the coming years.

] qu

Thomas M. Menino
Mayor of Boston

We are a city

of distinctive
neighborhoods,

each with its own
transportation story.



Access BostoN 2000-2010

The Transportation Fact Book and
Neighborhood Profiles is a component of
Boston’ citywide transportation plan,
Access Boston. Companion reports are
listed below.

Summary Report

Overview of goals and objectives, key
findings, recommendations and imple-
mentation and funding strategies.

Boston Transportation Fact Book and
Neighborhood Profiles
Citywide and neighborhood demo-
graphic, economic and transportation
facts and trends that affect planning in
Boston.

Parking in Boston
Guidelines to manage off-street parking
and review transportation impacts of
development projects using a
district/neighborhood based approach
and approaches to improve manage-
ment of loading zones, metered park-
ing, neighborhood commercial districts,
and resident permit parking program.

Pedestrian Safety Guidelines

for Residential Streets
Guidelines to implement operational
and design strategies in residential
neighborhoods that enhance pedestrian
safety, calm traffic and improve quality
of life.

Boston Bicycle Plan
Policies, education programs and facili-
ty improvements to create a better envi-
ronment for bicycling in Boston.

Boston’s Public Transportation

and Regional Connections Plan
Initiatives to improve existing public
transportation service and create a pri-
ority list of future capital investment
and projects. Recommendations for
freight movement, commuter corridors,
transportation for tourism, intermodal
centers, and future capital investment in
the highway system that serves Boston.
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INTRODUCTION

Boston is the capital of Massachusetts and the
major center of economic and cultural life for
all of New England. It is the hub of a metro-
politan region which extends into neighboring
states, and the center of the regional trans-
portation system, with highway and rail corri-
dors radiating deep into New England.

Boston is also a city of neighborhoods charac-
terized by the intermixing of distinct residen-
tial areas with commercial, and recreational
activities. Few North American cities have an
urban fabric blended such as Boston’s, and the
travel patterns and transportation systems of
Boston reflect this unique urban character. The
purpose of this book is to use maps, statistics,
and narrative to show how Boston’s urban
geography, transportation infrastructure, and
travel patterns function together as an expres-
sion of the city’s vitality.

This report gives a detailed overview of the
extensive intermodal transportation network in
the Boston area. It contains relevant maps and
statistics that describe the scale and use of the
network from regional, citywide, and neigh-
borhood-by-neighborhood perspectives.

The intent is to provide information that
improves our understanding of how Boston, its
people, jobs and neighborhoods are connected
to each other and to the region. The charts and
maps consolidate information for easy refer-
ence to inform decisions taken by citizens and
planners about the city’s future.

Citywide Facts

The report is divided into two sections. The
first, Citywide Facts, displays information
consolidated for Boston as a whole. Each page
consists of a map showing the entire City of
Boston and its environs, and a column of com-
mentary and related statistics. The pages are
grouped in pairs which illustrate complementa-
ry information about a particular transportation
topic.

Trip Profiles on pages 2 and 3 show the distri-
bution of trips between Boston and the
Metropolitan region, and the distribution of all
Boston trips, including those that stay within
Boston. Trip patterns are summarized by
Boston neighborhood, and key mode share
summaries are also presented.

The Transportation Trends pages examine
Boston’s growth with respect to population,
jobs and auto ownership, and the correspon-
ding increase in trip generation.

The two pages on the Roadway Networ k
show the roadway infrastructure and discuss
the responsible jurisdictions and the responsi-
bilities of the Boston Transportation
Department. Some of the major traffic corri-
dors are also depicted and discussed.

Pages 8 and 9 give an overview of the Public
Transportation Network and the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
(MBTA). Subway, commuter rail, and high
density bus lines are shown and both Boston
and systemwide ridership are summarized. The
most heavily used services are listed, and tran-
sit accessibility and some level of service
measurements are presented.

Parking, is critical to understanding Boston’s
transportation patterns. Pages 10 and 11
explore parking issues in terms of availability,
various supply restrictions, and the challenges
presented by a high level of household auto
ownership.

Bicyclesin Boston, on page 12, depicts the
growing system of off-road bicycle paths in
Boston and surrounding communities.

Neighborhood Profiles

Boston is a city of distinctive neighborhoods,
each with its own transportation story.

The second part of this report features
Neighborhood Transportation Profiles for
each of Boston’s neighborhoods. The two
pages devoted to every neighborhood have
maps and text that describe the unique facili-
ties and mode choices available to residents
and visitors in each distinct part of the city.
Important area landmarks like schools,
libraries and community centers are located on
the maps.

Charts, consistent throughout each neighbor-
hood, highlight roadway volumes, transit use,
mode share, and parking availability for each
district. Trip distribution from each area is also
described. Page 13 has a key map and a thor-
ough introduction to this section.

BOSTON TRANPORTATION FACTS

There are approximately 2,735,000 jour-
neys each day ending in Boston, the
majority of which also begin in Boston.

Each day, 927,000 people travel into
Boston from the rest of the region. Of
these, 70% have destinations outside the
Core Neighborhoods.

47% of the 283,000 trips destined for the
Core Neighborhoods and beginning out-
side Boston are by public transportation.

Three out of every ten trips in Boston are
pedestrian trips.

57% of Boston’s population, and 79% of
its jobs lie within an approximately 10
minute walk of a rapid transit or com-
muter rail station.

68% of all MBTA rapid transit boardings
occur in Boston.

The 5 busiest MBTA bus routes carry
17% of all MBTA bus passengers.

Since 1990, Boston’s population has
grown about 3%. Auto registrations grew
36% over the same period.

In a recent national survey, parking costs
in Boston, at up to $28/day, were second
only to New York City.

BTD issued 1,746,744 parking violations
in FY2001.

65,830 Resident Parking permits were
issued by BTD in the year 2000, a 47%
increase from 1990.

There are 38,000 bicycle trips daily in
Boston. 20% of these are work trips.

Access Boston 2000-2010
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1996 to 2020
Change in Daily Trips
per Square Mile

+100,000 and over
+30,000 to +100,000
+8,777 to +30,000
up to +8,777
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Boston Average:
+8,777 Daily Trips
per Square Mile
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Roadways Owned by:

MassHighway
Metropolitan District Commission
Massachusetts Turnpike Authority

= Limited — Access Expressways
~ Other Roadways

Other roads shown are city — owned

. Traffic Signals
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PN Red Line — Rapid Transit >
Orange Line — Rapid Transit

Blue Line — Rapid Transit
Green Line — Subway and Streetcar |«
Commuter Rail

Key Bus Corridor

Silver Line —Under Construction
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arapid transit, streetcar or

commuter rail station
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Eight — Hour Public
Parking Cost

Bl $2500 +

B $20.00 — $24.99
[ $15.00 —$19.99
[ ] $10.00 —$14.99
] $500-$9.99

@ Boston — owned lots
@® MBTA — owned lots

\
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Parking Demand
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Off — road bicycle paths
======Paths in construction or design
= Expressways (bikes prohibited)

Existing Paths (2001)

Dr. Paul Dudley White Bicycle Path
Emerald Necklace — Muddy River
Emerald Necklace —Jamaicaway
Emerald Necklace —Franklin Park
Arnold Arboretum

Stony Brook Reservation

Pierre Lallement Path (SW Corridor)
Melnea Cass Boulevard
Harborwalk — East Boston

10 Harborwalk — Day Boulevard

11 Harborwalk — Harbor Point

12 Harborwalk — UMass

13 Harborwalk — Tenean Beach
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]

In Construction or Design (date open)

14 North Point (2004)

15 Emerald Necklace — Fenway

16 South Bay Harbor Trail

17 East Boston Greenway (2002, 2004)
18 Neponset River Greenway (2002)

BoSTON TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT






