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COMMUNITY SERVICE 

 

Massachusetts Service Alliance 

2011 Spring/Summer Commonwealth Corps Program 

Program: The Massachusetts Service Alliance, in collaboration with the Commonwealth Corps 

Commission and Governor Deval Patrick’s office, has announced a special one-time 

grant opportunity. This new initiative, the 2011 Spring/Summer Commonwealth 

Corps program, is focused on connecting middle school aged youth with university 

and college students for summer enrichment and service-learning opportunities. This 

program will fund organizations that are seeking to establish a new summer program 

or to expand an existing summer program to meet a demonstrated need in the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

Funds: Average grant size: $2,213 per corps member, with an addition 20 percent plus 

$2,000 for the organization  

Number of awards: 10 

Deadline: Intent to apply: December 10, 2010; applications: January 20, 2011 

Eligible: institutions of higher education and partnerships that include local colleges or 

universities with not-for-profit organizations or state, municipal, and county 

governments or agencies 

Information: Beth McGuinness, Director of Programs, Massachusetts Service Alliance, 100 North 

Washington Street, 3rd Floor, Boston, MA 02114, telephone: (617) 542-2544, x217, 

email: bmcguinness@mass-service.org, link: http://www.mass-service.org/  

 

 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

 

Avon Foundation for Women 

Healthy Relationship Peer Educator Program 

Program: The Avon Foundation for Women has released the empowerment by mark 2010 

request for proposals for the Healthy Relationship Peer Educator Program. The 

foundation has developed a comprehensive and need-based philanthropic strategy 

for this program that recognizes the importance of peer-to-peer education about 

healthy dating relationships among college-age people. Grantees will establish a 

network of Dating Peer Educators on their campuses, with funding for the cost of a 

trainer education program, printed materials, and education sessions. Dating peer 

educators should be trained to provide preventive education related to dating abuse 

and violence, sexual assault, harassment, stalking, and the promotion of healthy 

relationships; and also should be trained to provide local resources and referrals to 

local community-based domestic violence experts. Student programs should 

emphasize awareness and prevention through education. Applications should 
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demonstrate the ability to initiate or expand on the work of the Dating Peer Educator 

Program and to garner additional support. 

Funds: Maximum grant size: $10,000  

Number of awards: 20 

Deadline: December 3, 2010  

Eligible: Colleges and 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations 

Information: Avon Foundation for Women, Avon Global Headquarters, 1345 Avenue of the 

Americas, New York, NY 10105-0196, telephone: (866)505-2866, email: 

info@avonfoundation.org, link: www.avonfoundation.org/funding-and-

grants/domestic-violence-grant-guidelines.html  

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

ING Unsung Heroes Program  

K-12 Educational Projects 

Program: The ING Unsung Heroes program annually provides grants to kindergarten to grade 

12 educators using new teaching methods and techniques to improve learning. 

Educators are welcome to submit grant applications describing projects they have 

initiated or would like to pursue. ING will judge each project on its innovative 

method, creativity, and ability to positively influence students. 

Funds: Grant size: $2,000, with three recipients selected to receive additional top awards of 

$5,000, $10,000, and $25,000  

Number of awards: 100 

Deadline: April 30, 2011 

Eligible: kindergarten to grade 12 education professionals who are employed by accredited 

public and private schools and are full-time educators, teachers, principals, 

paraprofessionals, or classified staff with projects that improve student learning 

Information: ING Unsung Heroes Awards Program, c/o Scholarship America, One Scholarship Way, 

P.O. Box 297, St. Peter, MN 56082, telephone: (507) 931-1682, email: 

ing@scholarshipamerica.org, link: http://ing.us/about-ing/citizenship/childrens-

education/ing-unsung-heroes  

 

 

GARDENING 

 

Fiskars 

Project Orange Thumb Garden Grants and Makeovers 

Program: Fiskars, a global supplier of consumer products for the home, garden, and outdoors, 

has opened the application process for 2011 Project Orange Thumb garden grants 

and makeovers in the United States and Canada. The annual Project Orange Thumb 
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program provides tools, materials, and other support to help communities reach 

their goals for neighborhood beautification, community collaboration, and healthy, 

sustainable food sources. This year, Fiskars is giving groups the chance to apply for a 

garden makeover, as well as garden grants.  

Funds: Grant size: $5,000 cash and tools  

Number of awards: 11  

Deadline: December 31, 2010 

Eligible: Community groups with gardening projects  

Information: Project Orange Thumb, Fiskars, link: http://www2.fiskars.com/Activities/Project-

Orange-Thumb/Grant-and-Garden-Makeover-Application  

 

 

HEALTH 

 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health 

Centers of Excellence to Promote a Healthier Workforce 

Program: The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health seeks to fund research 

that has the greatest potential to impact public health and, thereby, to reduce the 

burden on the health of the workforce population. This program invites applications 

from single institutions or consortia of institutions to establish a Center of Excellence 

to Promote a Healthier Workforce that will conduct cross-disciplinary research, 

education, and translation programs to facilitate the integration of health protection 

and health promotion programs in the workplace. Specifically, centers will be 

expected to:  

1) serve as a leader in research activities and expertise in the integration of 

health protection and health promotion;  

2) conduct research projects on the effects and outcomes of integrated health 

promotion and protection projects;  

3) conduct outreach and education activities in the region to create awareness 

of the value and benefits of healthy workers and workplaces;  

4) establish partnerships with community agencies and organizations to 

encourage participation in center projects and activities designed to promote 

healthy workers and healthy workplaces; and  

5) conduct evaluation activities at the project level and at the overall center 

level. 

Funds: Total funds available: $5 million 

Maximum grant size: $1.3 million 

Number of awards: five awards 

Deadline: December 17, 2010 
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Eligible: Nonprofits, for-profits, research hospitals, colleges, universities and tribes. 

Information: Maryann P. Monroe, Grants Management Specialist, Acquisition & Assistance Field 

Branch, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, P.O. Box 18070, 626 Cochrans 

Mill Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15236-0070, telephone: (412) 386-5075, email: 

ZIA2@cdc.gov,   

link: http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/rfa-files/RFA-OH-11-001.html#SectionIII  

 

 

HOMELESS SERVICES 

 

Liberty Mutual Foundation 

2010 Call for Proposals: Emergency Grants for Services to the Homeless 

Program: The Liberty Mutual Foundation seeks proposals from Boston- and Springfield-based, 

not-for-profit organizations that serve homeless families and individuals in need of 

emergency assistance. The foundation aims to boost the capacity of the existing 

homeless services network and safety net during the critical winter months. While 

the foundation recognizes that a continuum of services is the most effective 

approach to solving the homeless crisis, it currently seeks proposals that address the 

immediate capacity of the city’s homeless serving network to meet the basic needs 

(food, clothing, shelter, and medical services) of individuals and families during the 

coming winter months. 

Funds: Grant size: to be determined 

Deadline: December 3, 2010 

Eligible: Tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations with existing programs serving Boston and 

Springfield’s homeless population. 

Information: José Antonio Rosado, Liberty Mutual Foundation, email: 

Jose.Rosado@libertymutual.com, link: 

https://www.libertymutualgroup.com/omapps/ContentServer?pagename=LMGroup

/Views/LMG&ft=4&fid=1138356732952&ln=en  

 

 

HUNGER 

 

ConAgra Foods Foundation   

Community Impact Grants 

Program: The ConAgra Foods Foundation seeks to support leading nonprofits in the following 

areas: 

� Teaching children and families about good nutrition, healthy habits, and ways 

to prevent diseases or problems related to malnutrition, food insecurity and 

obesity.  

� Encouraging physical activity for children.  
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� Fostering collaboration among service providers to minimize duplication, 

streamline service offerings, and increase the number of children served.  

� Strengthening an organization’s ability to collect, analyze, and demonstrate 

the impact of its programs and services in the community.  

� Mobilizing resources to heighten public awareness and understanding of the 

interrelated issues, root causes, and effects of poor child nutrition.  

Funds: Average grant size: $25,000 

Range of grants: $10,000 to $100,000  

Deadline: Letters of interest will be accepted beginning January. 

Eligible: Grassroots organizations that leverage innovation and creativity to address child 

hunger and nutrition needs 

Information: ConAgra Foods Foundation, One ConAgra Drive, Omaha, NE 68102, email: 

foundation@conagrafoods.com, link: www.conagrafoodsfoundation.org 

 

 

LIBRARIES  

 

Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries  

Book Grants for School Libraries 

Program: The Laura Bush Foundation for America's Libraries was founded in 2002 as a fund of 

the Community Foundation for the National Capital Region. Since its inception, the 

foundation has awarded more than $7.3 million to 1,433 pre-kindergarten to grade 

12 schools in all fifty states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin 

Islands, the Marshall Islands, and the Northern Mariana Islands. In addition to these 

grants, the foundation also has awarded more than $5.7 million to school libraries in 

the Gulf Coast region to rebuild book collections that were lost or destroyed by 

recent hurricanes and storms. Only schools where a minimum of 50 percent of the 

student body qualifies for free or reduced-price lunches are eligible to apply for 

grants, and since research demonstrates a clear relationship between family income 

and a student’s access to books, the foundation gives selection preference to schools 

in which 90 percent or more of the students receive free or reduced-price lunches 

and are likely to have the fewest books at home. The foundation awards grants to 

update, extend, and diversify the book collections of the libraries that receive them. 

All grants are made to individual schools rather than to school districts, county 

systems, private organizations, foundations, or other entities.  

Funds: Maximum grant size: $6,000 

Deadline: December 31, 2010 

Eligible: Public, private, parochial, charter, city, state, county, and reservation schools that 

serve any combination of pre-kindergarten through high school students 

Information: Alicia Reid, Laura Bush Foundation for America’s Libraries, Community Foundation 

for the National Capital Region, telephone: (202)-263-4774, email: 
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laurabushfoundation@cfncr.org, link: 

http://www.laurabushfoundation.org/web2/index.html  

 

 

MUSIC 

 

NAMM Foundation  

WannaPlay Fund 

Program: The WannaPlay Fund provides musical instruments to students with a demonstrated 

need and the school and organizations that serve them. The fund will support public 

schools serving low-income students, as well as community organizations serving 

low-income students and students with special needs. The fund also provides 

resources to schools and community programs that have made a commitment to 

hiring and retaining high quality music teachers and providing standards-based, 

sequential learning in music. 

Funds: Range of grants: $1,000 to $5,000 

Deadline: rolling 

Eligible: Tax-exempt, not-for-profit community organizations and public schools 

Information: NAMM Foundation, link: http://www.nammfoundation.org/grant-information/apply-

grant-and-scholarship  

 

 

MUSEUMS 

 

Institute of Museum and Library Services  

Museums Grants for African American History and Culture 

Program: The Institute of Museum and Library Services administers a variety of grant 

programs that advance the value of museums and libraries as critical resources for a 

nation of learners. Museum Grants for African American History and Culture are 

intended to build institutional capacity in the African American museum community. 

The program provides opportunities for staffs of African American museums to gain 

knowledge and abilities in the areas of management, operations, programming, 

collections care, and other museum skills identified as high priorities by applicants. 

It provides an opportunity for African American museums to design projects that 

will enhance institutional capacity and sustainability by utilizing professional 

training, technical assistance, internships, outside expertise, and other tools. For 

fiscal year 2011, the program invites applications that focus on one or more of the 

following three goals: 

1) Developing or strengthening knowledge, skills, and other expertise of 

current staff at African American museums; 

2) Attracting and retaining professionals with the skills needed to strengthen 
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African American museums; and  

3) Attracting new staff to African American museum practice and providing 

them with the expertise needed to sustain them in the museum field. 

Funds will support a wide range of activities that support these goals, including: 

� staff exchange, mentoring, education or training, or other strategies 

that increase the skills needed to improve African American museum 

services;  

� attendance at museum conferences and other professional meetings;  

� enrollment in courses or workshops;  

� technical assistance or consultation with museum or business 

professionals from outside the institution; and  

� organizational support for the development and implementation of 

internship and fellowship programs. 

Funds: Range of grants: $5,000 to $150,000 

Deadline: January 18, 2011 

Eligible: Museums 

Information: Mark Isaksen, Senior Program Officer, Institute of Museum and Library Services 

1800 M Street, NW, 9th Floor, Washington, DC 20036-5802, telephone:(202) 653-

4667, email: misaksen@imls.gov,  link: 

http://www.imls.gov/applicants/guidelines/aahc_index.shtm  

CFDA: 45.309 

 

 

NON PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 

 

Citizens Bank  

Champions in Action 

Program: Each quarter, Citizens Bank focuses on a specific social concern and chooses a 

community organization as a Champion in Action. Each Champion in Action receives 

a grant from the Citizens Bank Foundation, as well as the following: 

� coverage from NECN, including public service announcements and television 

profiles; 

� volunteer support from Citizens Bank and NECN;  

� public relations support;  

� promotional support, including advertising in Citizens Bank branches, on 

Citizens Bank ATMs, on the website, and the NECN website.  

Citizens Bank recently announced the focus areas and deadlines for 2011. The 2011 

Champions in Action program will focus on the following social concerns: 

o quarter two, April – food and nutrition, due January 7, 2011; 

o quarter three, July – veterans’ services, due March 25, 2011; and 

o quarter four, October – homelessness, due July 1, 2011. 
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Funds: Grant size: $25,000 

Number of awards: one per quarter, per region 

Deadline: January 7, 2011; March 25, 2011; and July 1, 2011 

Eligible: Tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations with 501 (c) 3 status  

Information: Champions in Action Program, Citizens Bank, Public Affairs Department, 53 State 

Street, Boston, MA 02109, link: 

http://www.citizensbank.com/community/champions/default.aspx  

 

 

SPORTS 

 

Saucony  

Run for Good Program 

Program: The Saucony Run for Good Program is designed to encourage active and healthy 

lifestyles in children. Program participants must be 18 years of age or younger and all 

proposals must demonstrate the grantee will conduct programs that increase 

participation in running in order to positively impact the lives and health of 

participants. The program gives preference to organizations that serve youth 

populations not traditionally exposed to running programs. 

Funds: Total funds available: approximately $50,000  

Number of awards: up to seven 

Deadline: December 13, 2010 

Eligible: Tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations with 501 (c) 3 status 

Information: Saucony, 191 Spring Street, Mail Drop 318S, Lexington, MA 02420-9191, email: 

info@sauconyrunforgood.com, link: www.sauconyrunforgood.com  

 

 

VIOLENCE PREVENTION 

 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation 

Peaceful Pathways: Reducing Exposure to Violence 

Program: Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Local Funding Partnerships is a matching grants 

program that connects the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation with local grantmakers 

to fund new, community-based projects to improve health and health care for 

vulnerable populations. Through the Peaceful Pathways: Reducing Exposure to 

Violence Initiative, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation will provide grants to 

diversity-focused funders for projects to reduce violence in traditionally underserved 

communities that are defined by race, ethnicity, tribe, gender, sexual identity, or 

rural location. 

Funds: Total funds available: $1,000,000 

Range of grants: $50,000 and $200,000 in matching funds 
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Number of awards: eight  

Deadline: January 5, 2011 

Eligible: Funders  

Information: Curtis Holloman, deputy director, Local Funding Partnerships Program Office, Robert 

Wood Johnson Foundation, telephone: (609) 275-4128, email: 

cholloman@localfundingpartnerships.org, link: 

www.rwjf.org/applications/solicited/cfp.jsp?ID=20981  

 

 

YOUTH 

 

Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation 

Youth Education Grants 

Program: The Recreational Boating and Fishing Foundation, a nonprofit organization whose 

mission is to increase participation in recreational angling and boating, has 

announced the availability of education grants for 2011. The foundation’s National 

Youth Fishing and Boating Initiative, which expands on the organization’s boating and 

fishing education outreach efforts, encourages youth-focused organizations to apply. 

Key requirements for this grant include introducing boating and fishing to minorities 

and underserved communities. Special consideration will be given to programs that 

offer multiple on-the-water learning opportunities, encourage long-term 

involvement of participants, foster multi-generational participation, promote 

conservation education, support existing Recreational Boating and Fishing 

Foundation partnerships, and are inclusive in their programming. Successful grant 

applicants also will demonstrate partnerships with local, community-based 

educational, youth, and social service agencies, as well as the appropriate state fish 

and wildlife, game, or boating agency personnel.  

Funds: Total funds available: $500,000 to $800,000 

Deadline: December 27, 2010 

Eligible: Tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations with 501 (c) 3 status 

Information: Reese Teasley, Education and Conservation Manager, Recreational Boating and 

Fishing Foundation, 500 Montgomery Street, Suite 300, Alexandria, VA 22314, 

telephone: (703) 778-5162, email: ateasley@rbff.org, link: 

www.rbff.org/page.cfm?pageID=376  

 

 

FOUNDATION PROFILES 

 

Merck Family Fund  

Grants: Protecting the Natural Environment and Strengthening the Urban Community 

Program: The Merck Family Fund supports work by communities with few resources who are 
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confronting significant social, economic, and environmental challenges. The two 

areas of focus for the fund are to 

a) create green and open space, and  

b) support youth as agents of social change.  

Grants are limited to grassroots programs in New York, NY; Providence, RI; and 

Boston, MA. The fund will give preference to programs that:  

� Involve youth in the design, operation, and evaluation of a project; 

� Train youth to learn skills, develop relationships, and gain experience 

while making a positive impact on the community; 

� Support youth to research issues of concern, design strategies for 

change, and implement action plans; and  

� Identify youth as important stakeholders in the health and well-being 

of the community. 

Funds: Total funds available: approximately $2.8 million annually 

Range of grants: $15,000 to $100,000 

Deadline: Rolling for letters of inquiry 

Eligible: Tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations with 501 (c) 3 status 

Information: Jenny Russell, Executive Director, Merck Family Fund, 95 Eliot Street, Suite 2, Milton, 

MA 02186-4253, telephone: (617) 696-3580), email: merck@merckff.org, link: 

www.merckff.org/grantguidelines.html  

 

Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation 

Relationship Grants and Community Grants 

Program: The mission of the Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation is to improve inner-city 

education. To realize this mission, the foundation has two principal grant programs, 

both focused on improving inner-city education for the communities of Boston, 

Hartford, New York, and Providence. The foundation’s Relationship Grants are 

awarded annually based upon the many proposals received in response to a request 

for proposal. These grants seek to create a relationship with a non-profit grant 

recipient organization that ideally includes a financial contribution, pro bono legal 

involvement, and volunteer opportunities. The foundation’s Community Grants are 

smaller grants designed to address a one-time, tangible, immediate need.  Proposals 

must come from those on the front lines of education. 

Funds: Grant size: varies for relationship grants; up to $2,000 for community grants 

Deadline: annually in September 

Eligible: Tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations with 501 (c) 3 status 

Information: Al Wallis, Executive Director, Brown Rudnick Charitable Foundation Corp., Brown 

Rudnick Center for the Public Interest, One Financial Center, Boston, MA 02111, 

telephone: (617) 856-8200, link: www.brownrudnickcenter.com/foundation/ 
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RECENT AWARDS 

 

Staples Foundation for Learning  

Program: Staples Foundation for Learning announced in November that it has awarded grants 

to Boston-area nonprofits that focus on helping disadvantaged youth realize their full 

potential. Current recipients include: 

� Everybody Wins MetroBoston, Boston – $10,000 to Power Lunch, which 

promotes literacy skills by enabling volunteers to read aloud, share favorite 

stories, and talk about books with students.  

� Salvation Army, Kroc Corps Community Center, Dorchester – $15,000 to Kid’s 

F.E.A.S.T., an after-school program that provides more than 200 at-risk 

children with academic, enrichment, and physical activities.  

An additional 34 Massachusetts nonprofits received $2,000 each in connection with a 

program in which Staples employees nominate organizations to receive the mini 

grants. Boston programs include: 

� Advanced Math and Science Academy Foundation 

� Big Brothers Big Sisters of Massachusetts Bay 

� Boston Chinatown Neighborhood Center 

� Boston Debate League 

� Bridge Over Troubled Waters 

� Citizen Schools 

� Green Schools 

� Horizons for Homeless Children 

� Mather Elementary School 

� Roca Inc. 

Information: Staples Foundation for Learning, email: foundationinfo@staples.com, link: 

http://www.staplesfoundation.org/  

 


