
 
 
 
 

City of Boston Conservation Commission 
Public Hearing Meeting Minutes 

Boston City Hall, Hearing Room 801 
Boston, Massachusetts, 02201 

 
September 7, 2011 

 
Commissioners Present:  Charles Button - Chairman, Vivien Li, Antonia Pollak, John Lewis 
      
Commissioners Not Present:  Stephen Kunian, Jeanne McHallam, John Sullivan 
 
Staff Present:   Chris Busch, Executive Director 
 
 
6:00 PM  Notice of Intent from Pembroke Real Estate Inc. for pier rehabilitation work involving 

structural repairs to building foundation components including a seawall, concrete grade 
beams and deck structures associated with the pier apron, at the World Trade Center, 200 
Seaport Boulevard, South Boston, Boston Inner Harbor (100-foot Buffer Zone). 
Owner: Massachusetts Port Authority 

 Representatives: Richard Fitzgerald, Childs Engineering; Tom Damaro, Fidelity World Trade 
Center 

  Documents: Project plans and details as provided in the project Notice of Intent. 
 
V. Li – For the record Childs Engineering, Pembroke Real Estate and the Massachusetts Port Authority are dues 
paying members of my employer The Boston Harbor Association. 
R. Fitzgerald – The project involves the continuation of repairs the have been conducted over the past few years 
under the pier structure.  We are now concentrating on concrete structures beneath the pier, where there is spalling.  
There will also be work on the seawall which involves filling voids.  The loading on the pier is lower than what it was 
initially designed for, so we are not repairing it for full loading levels. 
J. Lewis – How long will the repairs last for? 
R. Fitzgerald - The repairs should last 15 to 20 years.  It is an old structure, built around 1915, so I am certain that we 
will have to be back for additional repairs through the years until they have the whole concrete structure replaced.   
V. Li – With the storm that occurred a few weeks ago was there any impact from the storm surge? 
R. Fitzgerald – There was no impact on the structure, it was more like an extreme high tide with some contact of the 
water with the underside of the beams.  The storm was from the south; most of the impact comes from north-easterly 
storms.  The deck is at elevation 18 and high tide is at about elevation 10, so the structure is generally 8 feet above 
the water. 
V. Li – What is the status of Harborwalk signage at the site? 
T. Damaro – We maintain the Harborwalk at all times and the public is welcome as well as any signage. 
V. Li – Could we make sure there was no loss of signage due to the storm?  
T. Damaro – That will be looked into. 
T. Pollak – What will be involved with the painting? 
R. Fitzgerald – The steel framing that supports the concrete decking.  They did a major painting overhaul a few years 
ago; this is not at the same scale.  There will be application by brush and no spraying. 
V. Li – Under Chapter 91 you are required to have a water transportation terminal, with signage.  That is all there 
still?  And the public still has access and signage is still there and they can still use the restroom regardless of 
patronage to the available food service? 
T. Damaro – Yes, and we encourage public access. 
C. Busch – With regard to coating and paintings we require a management plan; when can we expect a submittal. 
R. Fitzgerald – The project needs to be bid out first and the contractor will be responsible for providing the submittals. 
C. Button – Do we have a motion? 
V. Li – I move the draft Order of Conditions with several additions: first that stamped plans be submitted; second, that 
any missing Harborwalk signage be replaced; third, that there be maintenance of signage indicating the water 
transportation terminal; also, a requirement under Special Condition 48 that there be perpetual ongoing trash 
removal, daily during the boating season and weekly in the off season. 
J. Lewis – Second. 
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 Motion made by V. Li and seconded by J. Lewis to issue an Order of Conditions for 

the project, as amended, and close the hearing (voted 4/0/0)  
 
 

 Motion made by V. Li and seconded by J. Lewis to approve the May 18, 2011 public 
hearing meeting minutes as amended (voted 4/0/0) 

 
During review of the May 18, 2011 public hearing meeting minutes there was discussion of Sterling Marine’s marine 
vessel salvage activities and possible issues with the release of fuel during the recovery process.  The Commission 
determined that representatives of Sterling Marine should appear before the Commission at a regularly scheduled 
hearing to discuss any fuel releases associated with the project and containment and counter measures employed 
to manage spills.  Commission staff was directed to contact the proponent to schedule the update.   
 
 

Motion made by J. Lewis and seconded by V. Li to adjourn the public meeting. 
 
 


