Section 7.2 - Analysis of Needs: Community Open Space & Recreation

Section 7.2.9

JAMAICA PLAIN

For an explanation of the organization, content and maps in this
section, please see the Introduction to Section 7.2: Community
Open Space and Recreation (page 160).

Backgrounad

The secession of West Roxbury from the Town of Roxbury in 1851
included Jamaica Plain in the new town. In fact, what we now
know as Jamaica Plain was the most urbanized area of the Town
of West Roxbury. The village had developed along its earliest
major streets, Centre Street and Washington Street (originally the
Norfolk and Bristol Turnpike, opened in 1803). In the latter half of
the 18th century, wealthy citizens built summer estates—such as
Commodore Joshua Loring’s 1760 house on Centre Street—in
what was even then known as scenic Jamaica Plain. Jamaica
Pond was the major water source for Boston from 1795 to 1845.

The wholly bucolic character of Jamaica Plain began to change in
1834 when the Boston and Providence Railroad was built
through the Stony Brook Valley. The combination of the Stony
Brook’s waterpower and improved transportation access brought
industrial development. Cottages for workers were built.
Commuters to Boston were now able to live in Jamaica Plain as
the farms and estates were subdivided for housing. By 1873, West
Roxbury had voted to annex itself to Boston. With the extension
of streetcar service from Roxbury to West Roxbury along Centre
and Washington Streets after 1890, less affluent middle class
commuters moved in, accelerating the subdivision of large tracts
and tying the village’s fate further to that of Boston.

With the decrease in rural character in the mid-1800s, open space
began to emerge as a means to help maintain the community’s
desirable qualities. Even before the development of a formal park
system, open space was designated. Forest Hills Cemetery, a rural
cemetery modeled on Mount Auburn Cemetery in Cambridge,
was consecrated in 1848. Benjamin Bussey gave 250 acres to
Harvard University in 1842 for what became the Arnold
Arboretum. Olmsted later designed the Arboretum to fit with the
pastoral landscape style of the other Emerald Necklace parks.

When the Parks Department was established in 1875, its first
report a year later identified Jamaica Pond as a key feature in parks
for Boston. Jamaica Pond was developed as a park between 1894
and 1898. Other scenic lands of this area were preserved and
incorporated into the system now known as the Emerald Necklace,
providing an escape from the urban pressures of late 19% century.

Open space has continued to be a defining neighborhood
characteristic of Jamaica Plain. In more recent times, the comple-
tion of the new MBTA Orange Line in 1987 created the
Southwest Corridor Park with 27 acres in Jamaica Plain. Open
space, mass transit access, and relatively low-scaled tree-lined
residential streets continue to attract new residents, but have
put pressure on longtime lower-income and elderly residents to
match the housing prices generated by the new demand. The
ethnic, economic, and lifestyle mix of people, many with a strong
sense of community, has continued to make Jamaica Plain one of
Boston’s most vibrant neighborhoods.

Open Space Access & Equity

Between the Emerald Necklace parks and the Southwest
Corridor, Jamaica Plain is blessed with open space acreage which
averages 10.94 acres per thousand residents versus the 7.59
acres citywide average. Given the number of Jamaica Plain
households owning no motor vehicles is 50.62%, a much higher
percentage than for Boston as a whole (35.9%), this abundance
of close-to-home open space gives Jamaica Plain strong livability
advantages. Jamaica Plain’s population declined slightly
between 2000 and 2010—though young adults continue to
move into this desirable neighborhood. The population of
children and teens is just under 19% whereas the 20-34 age
bracket is 31.9%.

In addition to its well-designed public open spaces, private open
space also contributes to the character of the neighborhood,
including Allandale Farm and various school campuses on the
western edge of the neighborhood and cemetery properties to
the east. Jamaica Plain is also punctuated with small neighbor-
hood parks, squares, and twenty community gardens, which
contribute to the character of this diverse neighborhood
(Jamaica Plain Map 4).

Population density in Jamaica Plain varies; there are high-density
areas in Jackson Square, Egleston Square, and Hyde Square, and
low-density single family neighborhoods in Moss Hill and the
Woodbourne area. About half of the neighborhood meets at
least one of the State’s criteria for environmental justice popula-
tions and only a few pockets—notably the Jackson Square and
Egleston Square areas - are identified as high need for park
access based on these demographic factors (Jamaica Plain Maps
1,2 and 3).

Due to the primarily passive nature of the Emerald Necklace
Parks, most active park facilities in Jamaica Plain are centered
along the Southwest Corridor which cuts through the center of
the neighborhood. This configuration works well for facilities
access, as the Southwest Corridor is a linked system of parks.
Residents who live west of Centre Street have only the Brewer-
Burroughs Tot Lot within close proximity, but this is mitigated by
the direct access to the Arboretum and Jamaica Pond parks this
neighborhood is afforded (Jamaica Plain Map 7). Most court
facilities—tennis and basketball—are also located along, or just
off, the Southwest Corridor parks. Athletic fields are more
dispersed throughout the neighborhood (Jamaica Plain Map 8).

Community and civic facilities are located along Centre and
Washington Streets, which are also the commercial routes for the
neighborhood. The Southwest Corridor is located in between
these two streets and all of these corridors come together in
Forest Hills.

As expected, park access in Jamaica Plain is widespread and
evenly distributed. The Moss Hill neighborhood has areas with
very limited walkable access to City of Boston parks, but is in
close proximity to the Town of Brookline's largest park, Larz
Anderson. The Woodbourne sub-neighborhood on the border
with Roslindale and close to Forest Hills also has less access than
elsewhere. This is due in part to the barrier of Hyde Park Avenue,
which offers limited crossing points, and is only slightly

264



Open Space & Recreation Plan 2015-2021

improved by the single-use facilities at Pagel Playground.
Connectivity of this sub-neighborhood to Forest Hills, especially
as Forest Hills undergoes redevelopment, would facilitate access
to the open space opportunities along the Southwest Corridor
that most of the rest of Jamaica Plain already enjoys (Jamaica
Plain Map 10).

Future Development

Recent City planning efforts for Jamaica Plain include the South
Huntington Corridor Study which seeks to manage the change
from an institutional district to a residential district. Public realm
improvements are discussed including how new residential
developments will relate visually and physically to the
Jamaicaway and Olmsted Park.

Community planning staff at the BRA anticipate a similar
planning study for the Washington Street/Stony Brook corridor
where light industrial zoned land is slated for residential propos-
als due to market forces. The removal of the Casey Overpass has
informed the re-design of the public realm in the Forest Hills
station area and offers possibilities for improved access to open
space upon completion of this major transportation project.

The Centre and South Street Study proposes a series of improve-
ments to this corridor which is anchored by two state owned
open spaces—the Arborway and the Southwest Corridor
Park—and possesses two key nodes held by the Parks
Department, Hyde (Mahoney) Square and Monument Square. As
incremental projects are developed, the Parks Department will
provide guidance for its squares so as to retain their place-mak-
ing qualities in this corridor.

At the Southwest Corridor Park end of this streetscape corridor,
the city has been engaged with the community in a planning
effort to develop guidelines for development at Jackson Square.
In addition to housing and commercial uses, the development
proposal created in response to these guidelines calls for an
indoor recreation center and outdoor gathering spaces and
protection of the Southwest Corridor Park from negative devel-
opment impacts.

Another BRA planning effort has also taken place in the southern
end of Centre and South Street corridor, the Forest Hills
Improvement Initiative. This work has generated guidelines for
development of underutilized parcels held by the MBTA and
private owners in the vicinity of the Forest Hill transit center.
Open space-oriented goals are to encourage family/child-ori-
ented recreation in the residential developments, and to create
area improvements to pedestrian and bicycle access that will not
only benefit commuters but also users of the nearby major open
spaces such as the Arboretum and Franklin Park. Some of the
MBTA parcels have already been built under these guidelines.

Demographic and
Socio-Economic Profile

JAMAICA PLAIN

2010 Census 37,468
2000 Census 38,176
Population Growth/Decline, 2000-2010 -1.9%
2010 Census 14.4
2000 Census 14.7
Density Change, 2000-2010 -0.3
0to9 3,851 10%
10to 19 3,234 9%
20 to 34 11,936 32%
35to 54 10,295 27%
55 to 64 4,145 11%
65 and over 4,007 11%
Boston 617,594 33,920 100.0% 5.5%
Jamaica Plain 37,806 1,866 5.5% 4.9%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Decennial Census, BRA Research Division Analysis

White alone 20,070 54%
Hispanic or Latino 9,464 25%
Black or African

American alone 5,038 13%
Asian alone 1,665 4%
Other 1,231 3%
$66,361

Source: US Census Bureau, 2008-2012 American Community Survey, BRA Research
Division Analysis

No vehicles 24%
1 vehicle 50%
2 vehicles 23%
3 or more vehicles 3%

Source: American Community Survey 2006-2010; BRA Research Division Analysis

Boston 72,390 11.6%
Jamaica Plain 3,525 9.4%

*Civilian Noninstitutionalized
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2009-2013 American Community Survey, BRA Research
Division Analysis

N.B.: “0%" means “less than 1%"
All Tables 2010 U.S. Decennial Census, unless otherwise noted

265



(
)

W7 /N YL [ KR,/ 1/ F 2 i

wﬂﬂﬁuu}wﬁww%\%\\ a1
vy 4% £5 :

_“\\Ny»iv \0 .h“.:'\\\\\"\ Vissase zo'_
J ST TN SO TN

;47‘6)._‘ .
.% \\\, < > VAN W V% a_ s

Prepared
Parks & Recr
- A VAR TR

S
&
8

Decemb:

s
o 3
T

5
S
3
=
£
5
]
=
S
£
g
‘

nal
>




Open Space & Recreation Plan 2015-2021

"

Neighborhood Boundary
I Non-Public Open Space
Open Space
Environmental Justice Criteria, by Block Group
Minority, Income, English Isolation
One Criterion

M

I Two Criteria

Il Three Criteria
Does Not Meet Minimum EJ Criteria
AWA ‘e

M
. M Map 2: Environmental Justice Populations by
Jamaica Plain Ry
N
M s 075 u a4 A M Martin J. Walsh, Mayor Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021 P:::a&:ed by the City of Boston

Recreation Department

December 2014
S W V] 5 LAY -

267



Section 7.2 — Analysis of Needs: Community Open Space & Recreation

BROOKLINE Q

Need Score

[__Neighborhood Boundary

B Non-Public Open Space |
B Highest Score  Open Space

Map 3: Need Score by Census Block Groups
Jamaica Plain ]

0.125 0.25 0.5 0.75 1 Parks & Recreation Department

\) x Martin J. Walsh, Mayor Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021 Prepared by the City of Boston

‘ December 2014
> _aa 4

268



Open Space & Recreation Plan 2015-2021

)

A

/
\
/
)

Willow Pond
Meadot

Chestnut
Street

BROOKLINE

g
5
Jamaica Pond Park @
5
O

Hellenic College ’
Athletic Field

Parley Val
Preserve

)

Starr Lane,
Park

BrewerlBurmughs‘

Rock B%vMealh
Nira Avenue,” o \Round Hil lay Area

Garden

~ _—
>

<
*

Jefferson
Playgro

1 .

Hennigal >res quaid
Nira Schoolyard ﬁ?“'"”“"yea’“"

»
v o8

L 4

l’ -

4 /“‘J‘/ i '
1

Arcola  Street Garden

n
Park Soutl

Garden Corrid®

L4
Forbes %2
~
>

Street
Garden
. N f

Mozart Street
layground

Mahoney
Sqyare
Southwest
Rock Forbes Street Corridor
Hil Playground Commun"yl

Farm
60 Paul Gore
Street Garden
Oakview,
Terrace
Beecher Street,
Play Area

Paul Gore
Street Playground

Paul Gore/
Beecher
Street
Garden

Kelly Outdoor
Skating Rink

Lamartine/Hubbar
Streets Garde

Egleston,
Plaza v

Eglesto are
Peace Gardel L .

Brookside
&Community
Garden

Oakdale Stre
Community Garden
Johns
P Flaherty
Playground

Granada Part
'Garden 4

Bowditch &

Tot Lot
‘Q/"Q Garden
First Church SouthWest
Cemetery Corridor
Soldier's,
Monument‘

B |
R\

South

Street Malll

Daugh

of St./Paul '& School Garden

St Rosey

Street

Garden

Anson Street
Garden

Pl

i

South  Street Courts

assiz Community _, pj, nd

/)

McBride
Garden
Hall/Boynton
Street Garder

Minton
Stable,
Garden

Rossmore/Stedman
Park

Arborway
Overpass

Eat) Arborway

e
Bussey Forest Hi @ REEEY

Brook  Station Mall
eado Forest Hills
Preserve

Toll Gate
Cemetery

0.125 0.25 0.5 0.75 1 A

Martin J. Walsh, Mayor

I Non-Public Open Space
[__INeighborhood Boundary

/| Public Open Space Types
I Malls, Squares & Plazas

Il Parkways, Reservations & Beaches
[ Parks, Playgrounds & Athletic Fields
I Cemeteries & Burying Grounds

Il Community Gardens ~
Il Urban Wilds & Natural Areas

Map 4: Open Space by Type
Jamaica Plain
Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021

December 2014
, - — -~

B
Prepared by the City of Boston
Parks & Recreation Department

269



\

0 - -

S . <
s >
’\ &
Jefferson 4 |

Section 7.2 — Analysis of Needs: Community Open Space & Recreation
/
Playgrot ath / S

1
74
)
[ Henniga quals

) Nira, Schoolyard ggnmumty Garden
Willow Pond

Rock /
Lkl Nira Avenue, TRound Hil

Bro;ﬂ’heam \ >
N lay Area . .
Garden Arcola  Street Garden
/ Park
Z

Soutt

o
Garden Corride rs
Forbes P
amaicaway Mahoney Street Mozart Street
e J e
BROOKLINE Q

layground

Southwest

IS Stre et Rock Forbes Street _ Corridor
Hill

Playground Community,

/ Farm
60 Paul Gore fa Paul Gore
& Street Garden © Street Playground

>
0:‘;’::;’& Paul Gore/
Beech
Beecher Street, oy

& ’Street Kelly_ Ould_oor . ‘
@ Skating Rink
& PlayArea”  Garden EllugIsdl o
@
S
§ 4
4 1 X
Lamartine/Hubbare Egleston,
Streets Garde Plaza o/
Parley Val * ~
Preserve Lawndale, 'Eglesto are
/ Terract
Chapman

Peace Garde '
Garden Brookside
Community
Oakdale Slrsey .Garde: 15 o o
Starr Lane, Community Garden ' ranada Pari
) Garden
Park Johns:
P: Flaherty
Brewer/Burroughs
Tot Lot Bowditch ¥ Playground

Jamaica Pond Park

Hellenic College ’
Athletic Field

orway

First Church

Southwest
Cemetery Corridor
A Soldier's 4

Ao . Monument
Street /- \ ol
4 South  street Courts
o // Street Mall i1
Daughters \ 5
of St/Paul

assiz Community _, pja) nd
& School Garden

McBride i
Garden el
Hall/Boynton (?:gleen

Rossmore/Stedman
Park

Overpass

— Arborway

T ~u
V\ HN
= NS
Bussey Forest wifs Arbom
Brook  Station Mall " =
eado; q Morton’
Forest Hills Street
Preserve

Toll Gate
Cemetery

Public Open Space Ownership Classes B MassDOT
[ City of Boston

Il Boston Natural Areas Network Il United States of America
Il Boston Water & Sewer Commission
[ Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Il Community Group/Nonprofit

No Data

Il Non-Public Open Space g
[__1Neighborhood Boundary

Map 5: Open Space by Ownership
Jamaica Plain e
Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021

Prepared by the City of Boston
Parks & Recreation Department

0.125 0.25

Martin J. Walsh, Mayor

December 2014
_— b -




Open Space & Recreation Plan 2015-2021

\

4 L 4
‘Q
</
Jefferson * 1

/ /

~ R —
4
»

/
(

Playgrot ath ’'S
Henniga e Sl '
) Nira Schoolyarg oMMy Sarden
Willow Pond Rock E%Meam ~ 'S
Meador NiraAvenue,” «  \Round Hil lay Area ‘
Arcola  Street Garden
/ Garden Parl Soutl '
) Corrig8
/4 Garden Of r'S

Forbes 2
amaicaway Mahoney Street ";/:Ola" Street
Chestnut @ Square Garden layground
Street ‘

~
Southwest
BROOKLINE 75 Street Rock Forbes Street _ Corridor
Hill Playground Communny,
Farm
>
-
0:‘;’::5‘"; Paul Gore/
Beech
Beecher Sireet'sz:;ter lly Outdoor . ‘
Play Area Skating Rink .

Garden

&
5
Jamaica Pond Park @
§
(¢}

Lamartine/Hubbare Egleston, ’ t
Streets Garde Plaza -
Parley Vals * ‘
Preserve Eglestol are

Peace Garde 4 D

Hellenic College )
Athletic Field

/ 60 Paul Gore /. Paul Gore
K Street Garden ~ Street Playground

Brookside
& Community

Chapman /

Oakdale Slreey Garden
9 Granada Pari
Starr Lane, Community Garden &carden L4
Park
Flaherty
Brewer/Burroughs
Totgl_ot‘ Playground

LS o

First Church

Cemetery Corridor
A Soldier's 2
ng-:z' ,’ \\ Monument .
W South  Street Courts
m Street Mall| ¥

assiz Community _, pja,
| & School Garden

Minton
Stable,
Garden’

Rossmore/Stedman
Park

i — SN
v e —— N ills
Bussey Forest Hi{; Arborway\\ N

Brook  Station Mall ﬁ
eado Forest Hills Msc:oe‘

Preserve

Toll Gate

Cemetery ‘

"I Neighborhood Boundary
[ Protected Open Space .

,/ } / 4 Il Unprotected Open Space

Map 6: Open Space by Protection Status by
Jamaica Plain e

Martin J. Walsh, Mayor Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021 Prepared by the City of Boston

Parks & Recreation Department

0.125 0.25 0.5 0.75 1 A

December 2014
— ~

271



Section 7.2 — Analysis of Needs: Community Open Space & Recreation

~ -

Jefferson
Playground

[ ]
Southwest
Corridor
Park

Mozart Street
John Kennedy Elemengry. Playground

i
©rking Street

BROOKLINE Q

Forbes Street
Playgmad

James M. Curley Elementary School

4
&
%
@
§
S

ol

2

Johnson
Park
Brewer/Burroughs
Tt Lot @ ‘e (] ®
: ‘ Southwest
Corridor &

Park 5
Fuller Elementary

& &
/%assnz Elementary .

‘Agassiz Elementary
Rossmoregtedman [

Park

Franklin Park

evers Elementa

O School Playlots

@ Playlot
@® Waterspray
"I Neighborhood Boundary
) I Non-Public Open Space .
Open Space
Map 7: Play Areas & Water Spray Features
Jamaica Plain e
@] N
\) 0125 025 05 075 1 A Martin J. Walsh, Mayor Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021 P::ga&:eige?r/e(:(eiu?ge(:)’;lor:;r:
December 2014
1

272



Open Space & Recreation Plan 2015-2021

~ o

Jefferson
Playground .

Bromlg Heath
Play Area

Southwest
Corridor
Park

Mozart Street
. Playground

BROOKLINE Q

Kelly Outdoor
Skating Rink

Jamaica Pond Park

Lawndale,
TarraceO
Garden @

Johnson
Park

l..

‘ Southwest
Corridor &
Park

RS
&
9
S
& O
O s
&

Murphy [ ] @

Playground English H.S.
Athletic Fields

South
Street MallC)

‘ Franklin Park

agel
Playground

@ Athletic Field

@ Basketball

@ Street Hockey

O Tennis

[__INeighborhood Boundary
[ Non-Public Open Space .
Open Space

Map 8: Fields & Courts

i i B
Jamaica Plain 1
N
i Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021 Prepared by the City of Boston
\J 0.125 025 05 075 1 A Martin J. Walsh, Mayor P P Parks & Recreation Department

December 2014

o

273



Section 7.2 — Analysis of Needs: Community Open Space & Recreation

BROOKLINE

0.125 0.25

0.5

e

Perklns Street

A'b"’way

Martin J. Walsh, Mayor

,n
'\,D
o %
L 4
0
o m
]
c /|
~ ]
o
=k | .
4
¥ o
u e
=
@ﬁ
& o
é'z?’
Q-
m
¢ ¢

A}

[__INeighborhood Boundary
B Non-Public Open Space
Open Space

¢ Boys and Girls Club

& YMCA/YWCA

¢ Community Centers

@ Public Libraries

] Public Schools ~

B Non Public Schools

Map 9: Community Facilities
Jamaica Plain e
Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021

December 2014
(] \2

Prepared by the City of Boston
Parks & Recreation Department

274



Open Space & Recreation Plan 2015-2021

0.125

0.25

Access: Park Service Areas
Beyond any park service area
Served by 1 park

[ Served by 2 parks

I Served by 3 or more parks
Neighborhood Boundary

I Publicly Accessible Open Space

Il Other Open Space

Map 10: Park Service Areas

Jamaica Plain i
Martin J. Walsh, Mayor Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021 Prepared by the City of Boston
- . Parks & Recreation Department
December 2014
& . aa 4 g e —— W S— -~

275



Section 7.2 - Analysis of Needs: Community Open Space & Recreation

A\ ‘ ~ ~ "-.'c'

Access: Park Service Areas
Beyond any park service area
Served by 1 park

[ Served by 2 parks

I Served by 3 or more parks

Need Score

Il Highest Score

Neighborhood Boundary
I Publicly Accessible Open Space
Il Other Open Space

Map 11: Park Equity: Service Areas & Need Scores by

Jamaica Plain Ry
N
i Boston Open Space Plan 2015-2021 Prepared by the City of Boston
0125 025 05 0.75 1 A Martin J. Walsh, Mayor P P Parks & Recreation Department
December 2014
— & . aa 4 g e W S— -~

276



