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Boston Demographics 



Boston’s immigrant population is growing 
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 Boston is home to approximately 165,394 foreign-born people. This 
accounts for 27.1% of Boston’s population – higher than the percentages of 
both MA and the U.S. 

 Boston’s foreign population increased 9% from 2000 to today. 

 Boston’s foreign-born population hails predominantly from the Americas, 
Asia, Europe and Africa and represents more than 100 countries. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Decennial Census and 2007-2011 American Community Survey, Research Division Analysis 



Boston’s New “Majority” 

 The Latino (17.5%), Asian (8.9%) and Black/African American (22.4%) populations, 
together with other minorities, make up 53% of Boston’s population. 

 Since 1990, the Latino population increased by 74.2% and the Asian population 
increased by 85%. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 1990, 2000 and 2010 Decennial Census, BRA Research Division Analysis 
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Top 10 Countries of Origin Among            
New Bostonians 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-2011 American Community Survey, BRA Research Division Analysis 



Source: 2006-2010 American Community 
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Diversity in Boston Public Schools 
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 47% of BPS students speak a 
language other than English as their 
first language (27,000 students). 

 

 30% of BPS students are Limited 
English Proficient (LEP) or English 
Language Learners (ELL) (17,300 
students). 

 

 BPS students come from more than 
100 countries. 

•Source: Boston Public Schools . 2013. “Boston Public Schools at a Glance 2012-2013.” Boston: BPS Communications Office. Available at: 
http://www.bostonpublicschools.org/files/bps_at_a_glance_13-0425_0.pdf 

http://www.bostonpublicschools.org/files/bps_at_a_glance_13-0425_0.pdf


Boston is a Multilingual City 

 Boston’s neighborhoods with the highest share of residents speaking a 
language other than English at home are: 
 East Boston (68.5%) 

 Dorchester (58.4%) 

 Roslindale (40.6%) 

 Roxbury (40.5%) 

 Hyde Park (37.9%) 

 Allston (37.8%) 

 East Boston has the highest share of residents who speak Spanish at home 
(52.3%), followed by Roxbury (25.2%) and Jamaica Plain (21.9%). 

 19.6% of Downtown residents speak Chinese. 

 18.4% of Mattapan residents speak French or French Creole. 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2007-2011 American Community Survey, BRA Research Division Analysis 



English Proficiency 
9 

 

 28,354 or approximately 11% of households in Boston are linguistically 
isolated – households in which no person aged 14 years and over is English 
proficient. 

 
 

 40.8% of adult immigrants in Boston either lack a high school diploma or 
have limited English proficiency.* 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Public Use Microdata Sample 2007-2011 (PUMS), BRA Research Division Analysis 
* Limited English Proficient includes adults who do not speak English well or at all. English proficient includes adults who speak only English, 
speak it very well or speak it well. 



President Obama’s Immigration 
Announcement 



On November 20, 2014, President 
Obama announced executive actions 

on immigration 

Only Congress can pass immigration 
reform and grant a pathway to citizenship
  



BENEFITS & LIMITATIONS 
OF DAPA & DACA 

Benefits 
Protection from deportation 

for 3 year period 

Work authorization 

Social security number 

Driver’s license in some 
states 

May request permission to 
travel abroad 

Limitations  

Not a green card 
or visa 

Not a path to 
citizenship 



Mayor Martin J. Walsh Expresses His Support 
for the Executive Actions 

 
 
"As a son of immigrant parents, I am familiar 
with the vulnerabilities experienced by 
immigrant families. This means a lot to me, 
personally. I know that immigrant families 
simply want to be treated like members of our 
community, because that’s who they are.” 

 



DEFERRED ACTION FOR PARENTS 
OF US CITIZENS AND PERMANENT 
RESIDENTS (DAPA) 
Parent of a U.S. citizen or permanent resident (green 
card holder), as of November 20, 2014; 

Continuously resided in the U.S. since January 1, 
2010; 

Physically present in the U.S. on November 20, 2014 
and at the time of request; 

No lawful status as of November 20, 2014 

Pass a criminal background check 



DEFERRED ACTION FOR 
CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS (DACA) 
Be under the age of 16 when entered the United 
States; and at least fifteen years old to apply 

Have graduated from high school, or have obtained a GED certificate, or be an 
honorably discharged veteran of the Coast Guard or Armed Forces of the United 
States, or are currently in school; 

Continuously resided in the U.S. since January 1, 
2010; 

Physically present in the U.S. on November 20, 2014 
and at the time of request; 

No lawful status as of November 20, 2014 



EXPANDED DACA 

• The President removed the DACA guideline about being born on or after 
June 16, 1981. This means you cannot be too old to qualify for DACA as 
long as you meet the other guidelines. 

No age cap.  

• Now people who have lived here since January 1, 2010 and meet the 
other guidelines will qualify for DACA. 

How long you must have lived in the U.S. to qualify has 
changed.  

What does the President’s announcement mean for DACA? 
 



NUMBERS OF PEOPLE 
PROTECTED 

Ditrani Law, LLC 

 

4.4 million parents of U.S. citizens and lawful 
permanent residents 
 
290,000 more people eligible for DACA 
 
40,000 parents in Massachusetts 
 
5,000 newly eligible for DACA in Massachusetts 
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MASSACHUSETTS 
NECTA BOSTON AREA  
Taunton – Framingham – Boston – Nashua 
 
 

Ditrani Law, LLC 
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Case Study #1 

• Jose qualified for DACA in 2012. He now has a social 
security card and work permit. 

• His mother is undocumented and would like to apply 
for DAPA. 

• He has no other siblings. 

 
Should Jose’s mother seek legal advice about 
applying for DAPA? 



Case Study #2: Isabel and Manuel 
• Isabel and Manuel have two daughters who were born in the United States in 2011 

and 2009. 
• They also have a daughter who was born in Mexico. 
• In June of 2011, the State of Alabama passed the strictest anti-immigrant law in 

the nation creating a lot of fear among the immigrant community in the state. 
• In the fall of 2011, Isabel decided to return to Mexico because of the anti-

immigrant law passed in her state. She was afraid to be deported and that her US 
born children would be left behind. She took  her two daughters with her. 

• Her husband stayed in Alabama to continue to work and send money for his 
children. 

• In 2012, Isabel and her children decided to return to her husband in Alabama after 
legal challenges began to mount against the state’s anti-immigrant law. 

• Isabel and Manuel are both undocumented and currently live with their three 
children in Alabama. 

 

• Is Isabel eligible to apply for DAPA? 
• Is Isabel’s husband eligible to apply for DAPA? 

 
 



Executive Actions on Immigration Have a Long History

  



 
Massachusetts is part of a group of 12 states that filed a brief in defense of the president.  
More than 30 cities including  Boston also filed a brief in defense.   
 
These cities account for approximately 28.2 million people, including 7.5 million immigrants. 
 
 

LED BY TEXAS, 26 STATES SUED THE PRESIDENT’S ADMINISTRATION 



In February, a federal judge in Brownsville, TX made a ruling on the lawsuit 26 
states brought against President Obama’s November 2014 Executive Action on 

Immigration.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The judge ruled in favor of the states bringing suit, temporarily halting the 
series of executive orders scheduled to begin taking effect on February 18, 

2015. 
 
 



The Obama Administration has appealed the Texas judge’s 
decision to stop these programs from moving forward. 
 

WE SHOULD CONTINUE TO PREPARE FOR DACA AND DAPA! 

(Paul J. Richards, AFP/Getty Images) 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
Office of the Press Secretary 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
February 17, 2015 
  
Statement by the Press Secretary on State of Texas v. United States of America 
  
The Supreme Court and Congress have made clear that the federal government can set priorities in 
enforcing our immigration laws—which is exactly what the President did when he announced 
commonsense policies to help fix our broken immigration system. Those policies are consistent with the 
laws passed by Congress and decisions of the Supreme Court, as well as five decades of precedent by 
presidents of both parties who have used their authority to set priorities in enforcing our immigration 
laws. 
  
The Department of Justice, legal scholars, immigration experts, and the district court in Washington, D.C. 
have determined that the President’s actions are well within his legal authority. Top law enforcement 
officials, along with state and local leaders across the country, have emphasized that these policies will 
also benefit the economy and help keep communities safe. The district court’s decision wrongly prevents 
these lawful, commonsense policies from taking effect and the Department of Justice has indicated that 
it will appeal that decision.  
 



RESOURCES 
 

 

 
Boston City Hall, 8th Floor 
Information phone line for questions about DACA/DAPA:  
617-635-4141 
http://www.cityofboston.gov/newbostonians/ 
 
 
For more information from the federal government go to 
www.uscis.gov 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.uscis.gov/
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