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You will receive new IRS tax forms in 2016 (1095-C and possibly 1095-B) that 
will be required to complete your 2015 Federal income tax filing, please 
save these forms with your other tax documents (e.g., W2, 1099-HC, etc.). 
 

 The Affordable Care Act (“ACA”) requires that the City of Boston and its health 
insurance carriers provide reporting to employees, subscribers and the IRS 
regarding the offer of health insurance coverage and the enrollment in the coverage.   

 
 Your employment status (i.e., employee, retiree), length of service (e.g., new hire, 

new retiree) and health plan enrollment status (e.g., waive, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Harvard Pilgrim, Neighborhood Health Plan) will determine which and how many 
forms you will receive as a result of these new reporting requirements.   

 
 Please see below for an overview of the individual responsibilities, information about 

the tax forms, specific scenarios that may apply during 2015, and some frequently 
asked questions. 

 
 
Massachusetts State Tax Return  

Massachusetts Residents - Subscribers will continue to receive form 1099-HC from their 
insurance carrier (health plan) to assist them in completing their Massachusetts income tax 
form and schedule HC to demonstrate compliance with Massachusetts health care reform 
requirements. 

 

Federal Tax Return 

Individual Responsibility - Individuals who are lawfully present in the United States must have 
health insurance coverage for each month of the year unless an exception or exemption applies. 
This requirement is often called the Individual Shared Responsibility Mandate, and is similar to 
the Massachusetts requirement.  You will report whether you complied with this requirement on 
your federal tax return (i.e., Form 1040, 1040A, or 1040EZ). Individuals who do not maintain 
coverage or qualify for an exception or exemption must make a shared responsibility payment 
when filing their federal income tax returns. 

 

When filing 2014 taxes, you could simply check a box on your Federal income tax 
form to indicate that you maintained coverage. Your 2015 filing will require that 
you utilize a detailed statement (i.e., Form 1095-B/C) to document coverage and 
transfer the information to your tax form. The 1095 form(s) may come to you 
from multiple sources (employers, insurance carriers, or the Marketplace) and will 
be issued in early 2016.   

Note: You will receive multiple 1095 forms if you had coverage from multiple 
sources during the year. 
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2015 Tax Forms Relating to Health Insurance 

1099-HC  

 Sent to all subscribers in the City’s health plans directly from the health plans 

 Used to complete the Massachusetts state income tax form to demonstrate compliance with 
the individual mandate   

Sample form (for illustrative purposes only) 
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1095-B 

 Sent to all subscribers that were enrolled in the Neighborhood Health Plan HMO at any time 
in 2015 

 Sent directly from Neighborhood Health Plan to the subscriber 

 Used to complete the Federal income tax form to demonstrate compliance with the individual 
mandate    

 

 
 
 
Sample form (for illustrative purposes only) 
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1095-C 

 Sent to all full time employees  

 Sent to subscribers enrolled in a non-Medicare Blue Cross Blue Shield and/or Harvard 
Pilgrim plan at any time in 2015  

 Sent directly from the City of Boston to the subscriber 

 Used to complete the Federal income tax form to demonstrate compliance with the individual 
mandate 

 

Sample form (for illustrative purposes only) 
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So to recap – what new tax forms will you receive from the City of Boston and the health 
insurance plans for the 2015 tax [calendar] year?   

Scenario 1 – Enrolled in the Blue Cross Blue Shield and/or Harvard Pilgrim non-
Medicare Plans for all 12 months of 2015 

Because the City sponsors these self-funded health plans, we will send you a 1095-C to report the offer 
of coverage and enrollment under these plans. 

 Part II of the form will tell about the coverage offered by the City and will allow the IRS to 
determine if you were eligible for premium tax credits during 2015. 

 Part III of the form will indicate the months of the year that you and your family members were 
covered under our plan.  This portion of the form will tell the IRS if you satisfied the individual 
mandate. 

Scenario 2 – Enrolled in Neighborhood Health Plan for all 12 months of 2015 

If you were enrolled in the Neighborhood Health Plan, which is a fully insured health plan you will 
receive two forms - a 1095-B and a 1095-C, to report the offer of coverage and enrollment under this 
plan. 

 1095-B will be issued by Neighborhood Health Plan and will indicate the months of the year that 
you and your family members were covered under the plan.  This form tells the IRS if you 
satisfied the individual mandate. 

 1095-C will be issued by the City of Boston 
o Part II of the form will address the coverage offered by the City and allow the IRS to 

determine if you were eligible for premium tax credits in 2015. 
o Part III of the form (months of coverage) will be left blank as this information is provided 

on the 1095-B Form provided by Neighborhood Health Plan. 

Scenario 3 – Enrolled in Medicare (retiree) plan for all 12 months of 2015 

If you were a Medicare retiree for all months of 2015, you will not receive any reporting from the City or 
the health plans.  You will receive your 1095-B directly from Medicare to assist you in completing your 
federal income tax return. 

Scenario 4 – Not Enrolled in any single health plan for all 12 months of 2015 

If you were an active, full time employee during any month of 2015, you will receive a form 1095-C from 
the City indicating your eligibility and offer of Minimum Essential Coverage (MEC) for the months that 
you were eligible.   

If you were a full time employee, an enrolled subscriber, or a retiree for only part of calendar year 2015, 
your form(s) will only reflect the months of your offer of coverage or enrollment status as appropriate. 

 

Scenarios 
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City Frequently Asked Questions 

Q-1: I was a new City employee in 2015, what will my form(s) indicate? 

A-1: The forms issued by the City or Neighborhood Health Plan will only reflect your offer of 
coverage and enrollment for the months you were an eligible City employee in 2015. 

 
Q-2: I became a Medicare retiree in 2015, what will my form(s) indicate? 

A-2: The forms issued by the City or Neighborhood Health Plan will only reflect your offer of 
coverage and enrollment for the months you were a City employee in 2015.  Medicare will 
send you a Form 1095-B for the months you were enrolled in Medicare. 

 
Q-3: I became a non-Medicare retiree in 2015, what will my form(s) indicate? 

A-3: The forms issued by the City will only reflect your offer of coverage for the months you 
were a City employee in 2015.  If you were enrolled in a Blue Cross Blue Shield or Harvard 
Pilgrim non-Medicare plan, the City’s 1095-C form will indicate the months you were enrolled in 
2015.  If you were enrolled in Neighborhood Health Plan, the 1095-B form issued by 
Neighborhood Health Plan will indicate the months you were enrolled in 2015. 

 
Q-4: I am eligible for, but do not enroll in City health insurance coverage.  Will I 
still receive forms from the City? 

A-4: If you were a full time employee, you will still receive a 1095-C form that shows that you 
were offered health insurance coverage by the City. 

 
Q-5: I switched health plans during annual open enrollment, how many forms 
will I receive? 

A-5: If you switched from or to the Neighborhood health plan, you will receive a 1095-C from 
the City and a 1095-B from Neighborhood Health Plan.  If you switched from Blue Cross Blue 
Shield to Harvard Pilgrim or Harvard Pilgrim to Blue Cross Blue Shield, you will receive one 
1095-C from the City. 

 
Q-6: Where can I get more information on these forms and my responsibilities? 

A-6: (TO BE UPDATED AT A LATER DATE: THE CITY IS SETTING UP DEDICATED 
WEBSITE AND WILL ALSO PROVIDE PHONE #S FOR SPECIFIC TYPES OF QUESITONS) 


