
East Boston is a vibrant, active neighborhood of 40,000 residents and growing.  
The new branch will transform the way residents experience the Boston Public Library 
with an open and flexible design that is responsive to community needs. People of  
all ages and from all walks of life will turn to the library for everything from homework 
help, story time, conversation circles, parent and child play groups, to books, computers, 
and entertainment. In our ever-changing city, this new library will serve as a welcoming 
community gathering place that supports the Boston Public Library’s strategic plan,  
the bpl Compass; fosters a love of reading; and provides educational and engaging  
programs, collections, and spaces.

The new library in East Boston will more than double the size of the current public space 
of both East Boston branches combined. It will include increased and more flexible space 
for children, teens and adults, a refreshed collection, more computers, multiple meeting 
spaces, more user conveniences, an environmentally friendly design, and other features. 

PROPOSED LIBRARY FEATURES & SERVICES

A NEW LIBRARY FOR 
THE EAST BOSTON COMMUNITY

• Over 15,000 square feet – more than 
double the combined public space of  
the two branches currently in East Boston

• 40+ computers – increasing computer 
capacity by 116% 

• Building-wide free wireless access
• Refreshed collection of books for  

all ages. Approximately 20,000 books 
chosen to reflect the needs and interests  
of the neighborhood

• Comfortable “living room” reading areas
• Quiet study room with focus on  

East Boston history
• First dedicated “Early Literacy” space for 

children with interactive toys and programs
• Teen zone with opportunities for 

technology collaboration, homework,  
and social gathering

• Adult reading, computer, and work spaces

For further information, contact Christine Schonhart, Director of Branch Libraries, at cschonhart@bpl.org. 
Follow progress at www.bpl.org/construction.

• More than 235 user seats
• Large, multipurpose room for  

children’s programs, teen gaming,  
adult book clubs, author talks, and 
community meetings

• Flexible interior space to meet  
community programming needs  
now and in the future

• Exterior book drop
• On-site parking
• Close to mbta station and bus routes
• On the East Boston Greenway bike path
• Potential for leed Silver Certification
• Maximized use of natural daylight
• High-efficiency interior lighting
• Exterior collection of water run-off  

to supply watering to garden beds
• Landscaping with native plants to  

reduce maintenance requirements

SCHEDULE
Fall 2011 – Winter 2012: 
Design development, 
construction documents, 
and bidding

Spring 2012: 
Construction start-up

Spring 2012 – Fall 2013: 
Construction and moving

Fall 2013:  
Grand opening
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