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Green Affordable Housing Program:
 Energy Star equivalency for 4+ new 

construction (and gut rehab)

Who (what projects) can participate?
• 4 stories or more
• New construction or gut rehab
• Project still in planning phase

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This will be an overview of current program offerings that support the Green Affordable Housing Program standard for mid-rise new construction.  We’ll refrain from specifics, but attempt to convey enough information so that design teams can get started in the right direction and so that development teams can know who to turn to.

Also, you should be aware that program designs are not finalized.  Some utilities have just recently committed to program or to pilot program.  Other sponsors are still exploring options.  

What I can tell you is that I believe the core technical requirements that I will describe will be a part of programs you are likely to see in the future.  The programs and pilots that we will be running are mapped to the current ENERGY STAR Multifamily pilot being run in NY.  The modeling protocol at the core of this program is also compatible with energy and atmosphere requirements in LEED-NC, Massachusetts LEED+, the Governor’s executive order relative to state building projects, etc. 



What is required to participate?

•
 

Commit to a design and construction target of 
least 20% better than ASHRAE90.1 2004

•
 

Hire design team capable of-
 

and focused on 
meeting this standard

•
 

Incorporate Energy Performance Advisor into 
the design process

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Realize that the GAHP target is 20%.  So any project that meets the GAHP standard will certainly meet the threshold for the KeySpan program.  And if a project does fall short of the GAHP standard, it may still be eligible for incentives through this utility-sponsored program. 



Participation requirements (continued)

•
 

Solicit bid alternates to show full real cost of 
EPMs

•
 

Accommodate inspection, verification and 
testing

•
 

Provide means to verify operational 
performance

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Solicit bid alternates to show full real cost of EPMs

The important thing here is to ensure that any downsizing of systems or other cost savings be recognized in the “cost” of EPMs

Accommodate inspection, verification and testing

e.g. Inspections of insulation and air barrier, verification of equipment and lighting, testing of air barriers and ventilation

Provide means to verify operational performance

Utility bill disclosure agreement



What are the technical 
requirements?
Performance rating method –

 
ASHRAE90.1 

Appendix G
–

 
Model performance of proposed case vs. 
standardized baseline

Prescriptive requirements
–

 
Basic energy performance measures

–

 
Health, IAQ

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This is the modeling threshold as indicated for the GAHP generally.  As you can see, there are a few additional requirements in the KeySpan program.

Basic energy performance measures – e.g. LED exit signs, demand control on garage ventilation

Health, IAQ – ventilation (effective ventilation) in apartment units

Prevent foolishness – e.g. condensing boilers piped in series (they should be in parallel to allow the benefit of condensing boilers), freeze protection in an open garage provided by warm air furnace





What incentives from KeySpan are 
available through the program?

•
 

In KeySpan program incentives are $0.75 per 
first-year therm

 
modeled savings.

•
 

Technical support to conduct modeling and field 
inspections



What else can the project expect?

•

 
Assistance in the evaluation of various Energy 
Performance Measures (EPM)

•

 
Assistance in determining incremental costs and 
applicability of EPM options

•

 
Review of bid documents to ensure program standard 
compliance

•

 
In–process field inspections to ensure design is 
reflected in actual installation;

•

 
Facilitated completion of all relevant documentation and 
rebate forms.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The goals shared by these programs we’ve described are not only to make buildings more energy efficient but also more healthy environments in which to live, more durable buildings, less expensive to maintain.  So I think these programs serve as a good foundation for the aspirations of the Green Affordable Housing Program. 





What is the process?

When to start?
Who to call?  
Where to send plans?
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