CIiTY OF BOSTON
IN CITY COUNCIL

AN ORDER OF COUNCILORS
STEPHEN J. MURPHY and MICHAEL P. ROSS

Feeney, Linehan, LaMattina, Ciommo, Consalvo, Turner, Yancey, Yoon, Connolly and Flaherty

Whereas Many of the buildings in the City of Boston were built on filled land and, as
" a result, those buildings are dependent upon ground water levels
maintaining at a certain level; and

Whereas When the ground water levels deplete, the wood pilings supporting house
foundations are in jeopardy because of exposure to air which promotes the
growth of fungi and bacteria that weaken the wood; and

Whereas Ground water levels drop for a number of reasons, including water leaks
into drains, sewers, subway tunnels or basements that are not watertight
causing fhat water to be pumped away; and

Whereas Repairing the pilings involves digging down below the foundation and
replacing the rotted wood with steel supports encased in concrete which can
lead to costs ranging from $250,000 to $1 million depending on the size of
the building and the extent of the deterioration; and

Whereas The Groundwater Trust has been successful with its mission and goals, but
a long-term solution is needed to address this problem, and because the city
and state are responsible for the underground infrastructure; and

Whereas The Boston City Counci! has held numerous hearings since September 2005
on the ground water issue and, as a result, the “Groundwater Overlay
District” was created and implemented by the Boston Redevelopment
Authority; and

Whereas House Bill No. 852, “An Act to Protect Groundwater Levels” for the
purpose of protecting structures supported by wooden pilings from damage
due to lowered ground water has been infroduced in the State legislature;
and

Whereas House Bill 852 requires the Department of Environmental Protection to
develop and adopt regulations to plan and manage ground water to protect



existing and new structures in the covered communities, establish a
Groundwater Protection Fund for the purpose of disbursing low-cost loans
to private property owners to install recharge wells, requires owners and
operators of underground infrastructure to inspect their buildings at least
every five years, and establish a Groundwater Protection Board for the
purpose of resolving disputes arising from alleged damage caused by
lowered ground water levels; therefore be it

Ordered  That the appropriate committee of the Boston City Council hold a hearing to
discuss the merits of House Bill 852 and any additional pending legislation

af the state level on this issue.

Filed in City Council: July 8, 2009
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