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Supporting Working Poor’s Right to Emergency Shelter
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Connolly, Feeney, Tobin, Yancey, Yoon, LaMattina, Flaherty, Linehan, Murphy, Ciommo, Ross and Consalvo

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Resolved,

June 24, 2009

the Fiscal Year 2010 Budget sent to Massachusetts Governor Duval Patrick contains a
provision that restricts emergency family shelter housing to families with incomes no
greater than 115 percent of the federal poverty rate; and

115% of the federal poverty rate is approximately $23,375 gross; and

this restriction will bar from state emergency family housing a family of four with an
income of $2,000 a month gross or more ($24,000); and

the rational offered for this restriction is that it will assure that emergency shelter goes to
the families with the least income; and

the restriction penalizes the working poor. Therefore, Be It

that the Boston City Council urges Governor Duval Patrick to find the means to eliminate
restrictions to emergency family shelter eligibility that penalize the working poor.
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