Offered by Councillor JOHN R. CONNOLLY
Yancey, Linehan, Yoon, Turner, Ciommo, Feeney, LaMattina, Flaherty, Tobin, Consalvo and Ross

CITY OF BOSTON
IN CITY COUNCIL

ORDER FOR A HEARING TO DISCUSS
CHALLENGES FACED BY BOSTONIANS IN
MAKING BOSTON THEIR HOME FOR A LIFETIME

WHEREAS,  According to the most recent Census, taken in 2000, the population of Boston was
589,141, The United States Bureau of the Census estimated the population in 2005 and
2006 to be 599,351,

WHEREAS,  According to The Boston Foundation’s “The Greater Housing Report Card 2006-2007: An
Assessment of Progress on Housing in the Greater Boston Area” (“The Boston Foundation
report”’) between July 2005 and June 2006, Massachusetis registered an incremental
increase in population since the 2000 Census, with the increase attributed to foreign
immigration; -

WHEREAS, Boston’s population is strengthened by its diversity — a population of new Bostonjans and
lifelong Bostontans;

WHEREAS, Boston’s Office of New Bostonians attributes the growing population to several
communities and people, including Haitians, Dominicans, Chinese, Vietnamese, El
Savadorians, Jamaicans, Cape Verdeans, Colombians, Irish, Brazilians, and others;

WHEREAS, Young professionals and students also contribute to Boston’s growing population. The
Boston Redevelopment Authority’s ONEin3 program recognizes that 33 percent of all
Boston residents are in the 20-34 age demographic, which is the second-highest percentage
of any major city in the country. Forty-three percent of the 20-34 year old demographic
have attained a Bachelor’s degree and ONEin3 notes that 32 percent of the 20-34 age
demographic is currently enrolled in school;

WHEREAS.  The Boston Foundation report notes that since 2003 the net outmigration of Massachusetts
residents has ranged between 50,000 and 62,000 per year, with the largest population loss
being residents in the 20-24 and 25-34 year old cohorts. The Boston Indicators Project
estimated that between 2003 and 2005, 12,600 residents between the ages of 24 and 35
moved out of Suffolk County;

WHEREAS, Between 1990 and 2000, Boston experienced a 9.2 percent increase in single persons and
non-related households and a 0.6 percent increase in family households according to the
Boston Indicators Project;

WHEREAS, The Boston Public Health Commission’s “Health of Boston 2009” report included surveys
of various neighborhoods and demographics to which residents responded that barriers to
high quality of life in the city include high cost of healthcare, drug usage, and safety;



WHEREAS, A 2003 report by the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Consumer Price Index noted a 3.8
percent increase in the “cost of Hving” index within Boston City limits, compared to a
nationwide increase of 2.3 percent. In the early 2000s, both the proportion of owner-to-
renter occupied units and the housing vacancy rate within the city were on the rise;

WHEREAS, The Boston Foundation Report notes that Boston was the third most expensive home
buying market in the nation in 2001 and is currently ranked fifteenth;

WHEREAS, People from all walks of life committed to making Boston “home for a lifetime” strengthen
neighborhoods and improve the quality of life for all Bostonians;

WHEREAS, Challenges that individuals and families face in making Boston their lifelong home are not
insurmountable and local government, community organizations, faith-based
organizations, neighborhood associations and crime watches, and many other groups serve
the imporiant purpose of improving the quality of life for Bostonians.

THEREFORE, BE IT ORDERED,
That the appropriate committee of the Boston City Council hold a hearing to examine and
discuss the challenges Bostonians face in calling Beston “home for a lifetime.” Interested

parties shall be invited to atfend.
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