RESOLUTION OF BOSTON

CITY COUNCILLOR JOHN M. TOBIN, JR.

Consalvo, Connolly, Feeney, Ciommo, Flaherty, LaMattina, Ross, Turner, Yancey, Yoon and Linehan

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

WHEREAS:

RESOLVED:

The Massachusetts Legislature’s Joint Elections Committee is now
considering the Massachuseits Freedom to Vote Act, S. 348, a bill that
would help modernize and reform local elections; and

The act would allow voters to cast ballots early during a one week period;
and

The bill would allow 16 and 17-year-olds to register in advance so that
their registration would automatically become active on their 18%
birthday; and

The act encourages schools and training programs to register all juniors
and seniors at the start of the year; and

The legisiation would allow citizens to register and vote on the same day
as long as they are able to show proof of residence, provide identification
and sign an oath of eligibility; and

The bill would allow troops serving overseas to request and receive
absentee ballots via e-mail; and

The act would require that all broadcast campaign commercials be closed
captioned for the hearing impaired; and

Although commonly used in Massachusetts, the bill would also mandate
paper ballots and regular audits; Therefore Be It

That the members of the Boston City Council urge the members of the
Massachusetts Senate and the Massachusetts House of Representatives to
support the Freedom to Vote Act.

Filed in City Council: Wednesday, May 20, 2009
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