
 

Offered by Council President MICHAEL P. ROSS and Councilor JOHN M. TOBIN, JR. 

 

 

CITY OF BOSTON 

IN CITY COUNCIL 

 

HOME RULE PETITION 

 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, The residential tax exemption makes home ownership more affordable and 

accessible for many of Boston’s residents; and closing dates and purchases of new 

homes do not always line up neatly with cut-off date for obtaining the exemption, 

currently set for January 1
st
; and, 

 

WHEREAS,  Each year Boston residents miss the opportunity of receiving their residential tax 

exemption because they purchase their home after January 1
st
; and, 

 

WHEREAS, Those residents who purchase their homes between January 2
nd
 and July 1

st
 must 

currently wait over a year for the exemption to take effect; and  

 

WHEREAS,  This loophole causes a considerable disadvantage to those affected and changing 

the cut off date for new home owners to July 1
st
  would enhance the opportunity 

for more people to take advantage of the exemption without hurting the overall 

tax base; NOW,     

 

THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED, 

That a petition to the General Court, accompanied by a bill for a special law 

relating to the City of Boston to be filed with an attested copy of this order be, and 

hereby is, approved under Clause 1 of Section 8 of Article II, as amended, of the 

Articles of Amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, to the end that legislation be adopted precisely as follows, except 

for clerical or editorial changes of from only: 

   

 

PETITION FOR A SPECIAL LAW RE: 

CLARIFICATION OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THE RESIDENTIAL EXEMPTION 

 

SECTION 1. Chapter 403 of the Acts of 2000 is hereby amended by striking out in section 1 

“Such an exemption shall be applied only to the principal residence of the taxpayer as used by 

the taxpayer for income tax purposes” and inserting in place thereof:-- 

 

 “Such an exemption shall be applied only to the principal residence of a taxpayer as used by the 

taxpayer for income tax purposes.  The date of determination for said exemption shall be the 

 



 

January 1
st
 preceding the start of the fiscal year to which it applied. However, for years in which 

a principal residence is purchased after January 1
st
 and before July 1

st
, the date of determination, 

for the purchase year only, will be July 1
st
 of that year.  Provided, however, that in no instance 

shall a taxpayer receive more than one exemption under this section” 

 

SECTION 2. Implementation. 

This act shall be effective immediately upon passage. 

 

Filed:  May 11, 2010  

 


	Text1: on behalf of all Councilors 


