Offered by Councillor JOHN R. CONNOLLY
Ross, Feeney, Linehan, Murphy, Yancey, Turner, Arroyo, Ciommo, LaMattina, Consalvo and Pressley

CITY OF BOSTON
IN CITY COUNCIL

ORDER FOR A HEARING REGARDING THE
PROPOSED SERVICE AREA FOR BOSTON’S
BIKE-SHARE PROGRAM

WHEREAS,  Bicycling brings many benefits to urban living: healthier residents, a cleaner
environment, less traffic congestion, as well as increased community awareness and
increased interest in promoting a bike-friendly city; and,

WHEREAS,  The City of Boston is leading the effort to make Boston a “world-class biking city” with
initiatives such as the Boston Bikes Summit, a comprehensive online biking map, and
the creation and expansion of designated bicycle lanes around the city; and,

WHEREAS,  The City of Boston’s decision to create a shared-bike program, which enables a rider to
access a fleet of community bikes for short-term use, will further promote cycling as a
mainstay form of transportation in and around the city by providing widespread,
convenient, and low-cost access to bicycles; and,

WHEREAS,  The Metropolitan Area Planning Council is the officially designated regional
planning agency for 101 cities and towns in the Boston metropolitan area; and,

WHEREAS, The Metropolitan Area Planning Council acting on behalf of the City of Boston invited
proposals from qualified firms or bike-sharing systems and ultimately selected the
Public Bike System Company to provide a bike-sharing system in Boston; and,

WHEREAS,  The Public Bike System Company will be largely responsible for selecting the sites for
its bike share stations and will determine how to expand the program throughout the
City and into neighboring cities, such as Somerville, Cambridge, and Brookline; and,

WHEREAS,  All of Boston’s neighborhoods have a strong interest in having convenient access to the
new bike-sharing stations.

THEREFORE BE IT ORDERED,

That the appropriate committee of the Boston City Council hold a hearing on the City’s
development of a bike-share program and the proposed sites for bike-share stations
within the City. The appropriate City departments, members of the public, and other
interested parties shall be invited to attend.
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