City of Boston
In City Council

HEARING ORDER

Regarding Improving Proficiency of Boston Public School English Language Learners

By
Councillors Chuck Turner and Felix G. Arroyo

Connolly, Murphy, Linehan, LaMattina, Feeney, Pressley, Tobin, Ross and Yance

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Whereas,

Ordered,

Ordered,

Ordered,

the 2009 Gaston Institute Report on English Language Learners reveals that the
drop out rate among the five major English Language Leamer groups in the BPS,
increased from 6.3% in 2003 to 12.0% in 2006; and

while the dropout rate for Chinese English Language Learners declined from 7.5%
in 2003 to 2.8% in 2008, the other four English Language Learner Groups had
significant increases in the dropout rates between 2003 and 2006: Cape Verdean
Creole (7.5%), Haitian Creole (3.6% to 10.6%), Spanish (7.3% to 14.0%), and
Vietnamese (4% to 12%); and

the Gaston Report recommends that the BPS must develop a "stronger capacity to
accurately identify students of limited English proficiency, assess their language
skills, assign them fop appropriate programs and monitor their progress"; and

in addition to improving guidance and support to schools in the implementation of
SE| instruction, the Institute Report also recommends "comprehensive
professional development programs for BPS teachers focused on cuiltural
competence and the strategies and skills necessary for effective instruction of
ELLs"; and

in order to implement the strategies suggested by the Institute’s Report, BPS must
identify and develop the capability to provide the support necessary to assure that
not only the elimination of the dropout rate but also the development of academic
proficiency among English Language Learners; and

the Superintendent has put $10,000,000 into the 2011 budget to strengthen BPS's
work with English Language Learners. Therefore Be i,

that the appropriate committee invite to a City Council hearing the Superintendent
of Schools to outline the staffing and professional development capacities
necessary to implement the turnaround required in terms of the development of
proficiency among English Language Learners. Be It Further,

that the Superintendent be requested to discuss the extent to which the 2011
budget enables BPS to provide BPS with the capacity to meet its English
Language Learner objectives. And Be It Further,

that the public be invited to give their perspectives on staffing and professional
development capacity necessary to create the foundation for the improvement of
the performance of English Language Leamers in the BPS.
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