City of Boston
In City Council

March 10, 2010

ORDER OF COUNCILOR STEPHEN J. MURPHY
Ross, Feeney, Arroyo, Ciommo, Pressley, LaMattina, Feeney, Yancey and Turner

WHEREAS: A reduction of eight to ten Boston School Police officers will result in most, if
not all officers being removed from all middle schools and exam schools; and

WHEREAS: Officers who are stationed in schools develop a relationship with the students;
and

WHEREAS: Officers responding from the outside to an incident haven an inherent weakness
because they will not know the individual who is involved and will be met wit
hostility; and

WHEREAS: School Police make up less than 1 % of the School Dept. Budget; and

WHEREAS: Chief Eric Watson has offered to reduce or cease all overtime coverage at
sporting events except for basketball as an alternative to personnel reductions;
and

WHEREAS: A reduction of officers will make the ratio of students to officers dangerous and
on many occasions when arrests occur will result in one officer being left in the
building alone; and

WHEREAS: Since the year 2000 when the automated incident system was established
School Police Officers have responded to and generated over 36,000 police
reports so; and

WHEREAS: The City of Boston and all of its Departments are facing budgetary challenges;
and THEREFORE BE IT

ORDERED: That the appropriate Committee of the Boston City Council convene a hearing
and invite officials from the City of Boston, the Boston School Department and
Boston School Police to testify and discuss FY2011 Budget issues.
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