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STATISTICAL SECTION 
 
This part of the City of Boston’s comprehensive annual financial report presents detailed information as a 
context for understanding what the information in the financial statements, note disclosures, and required 
supplementary information says about the government’s overall financial health 
 
Contents            Page 
 
Financial Trends            102 
 These schedules contain trend information to help the reader understand how        
 the government’s financial performance and well-being have changed over 
 time.   
 (See accompanying Management’s Discussion and Analysis, Statement of  

Net Assets and Statement of Activities on Pages 3, 14, and 15, respectively.): 
 
General Government Expenditures by Function (GAAP Basis) – Last Ten  
Fiscal Years 
General Government Revenues by Source (GAAP Basis) – Last Ten Fiscal 
Years 
Net Assets by Component – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
Changes in Net Assets – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
Fund Balances of Governmental Funds – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
Changes in Fund Balances of Governmental Funds – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
 

Revenue Capacity           114     
 These schedules contain information to help the reader assess the  
 government’s most significant revenue source, the property tax: 
  

Assessed and Estimated Actual Value of All Taxable Property – Last 
 Ten Fiscal Years 
 Property Tax Rates – Direct and Overlapping Governments 
 Largest Principal Taxpayers – Current Year and Nine Years Ago 
 Property Tax Levies and Collections – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
 
Debt Capacity                        118 
 These schedules present information to help the reader assess the  
 affordability of the government’s current levels of outstanding debt and 
 the government’s ability to issue additional debt in the future: 
 (See accompanying note 10 of the basic financial statements beginning on  
 page 46.): 
 
 Ratios of Outstanding Debt by Type – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
 Ratio of Net General Obligation Bonded Debt to Assessed Value and Net 
 Net Bonded Debt Per Capita – Last Ten Fiscal Years. 
 Computation of Legal Debt Margin – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
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Demographic and Economic Information        121    

These schedules offer demographic and economic indicators to help the reader understand 
 the environment within which the government’s financial activities take place:      
  

Demographic and Economic Statistics – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
 Principal Employers – Current Year and Nine Years Ago 
   
Operating Information             123 
 These schedules contains service and infrastructure data to help the reader understand  
 how the information in the government’s financial report relates to the services the  
 government provides and the activities it performs: 
 
 Full-time Equivalent City Government Employees by Department – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
 Operating Indicators by Function – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
 Capital Asset Statistics by Department – Last Ten Fiscal Years 
  
Sources:  Unless otherwise noted, the information in these schedules is derived from the comprehensive annual 
financial reports for the relevant year.  
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Function 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

General Government $ 57,262 $ 57,471 $ 30,061 $ 53,343 $ 77,019
   % of Total 2.9 3.0 1.7 3.1 4.4
   % Change (0.4) 91.2 (43.6) (30.7) 13.4

Public Safety $ 446,784 $ 457,541 $ 390,854 $ 394,692 $ 405,844
   % of Total 22.5 24.1 22.2 22.7 23.4
   % Change (2.4) 17.1 (1.0) (2.7) 8.7

Public Works $ 101,441 $ 106,749 $ 87,045 $ 86,819 $ 74,651
   % of Total 5.1 5.6 4.9 5.0 4.3
   % Change (5.0) 22.6 0.3 16.3 (3.4)

Library $ 28,365 $ 27,594 $ 24,089 $ 27,715 $ 28,695
   % of Total 1.4 1.5 1.4 1.6 1.7
   % Change 2.8 14.6 (13.1) (3.4) (5.5)

Schools $ 719,715 $ 673,009 $ 656,291 $ 654,958 $ 627,653
   % of Total 36.2 35.5 37.3 37.6 36.2
   % Change 6.9 2.5 0.2 4.4 2.7

Retirement Costs $ 96,853 $ 59,419 $ 87,934 $ 74,720 $ 82,034
   % of Total 4.9 3.1 5.0 4.3 4.7
   % Change 63.0 (32.4) 17.7 (8.9) (3.5)

Employee Benefits $ 157,885 $ 142,721 $ 129,937 $ 114,512 $ 107,701
   % of Total 7.9 7.5 7.4 6.6 6.2
   % Change 10.6 9.8 13.5 6.3 19.0

State & District Assessments $ 118,817 $ 115,894 $ 111,061 $ 69,009 $ 67,769
   % of Total 6.0 6.1 6.3 4.0 3.9
   % Change 2.5 4.4 60.9 1.8 1.5

County $ 0 $ 0 $ 0 $ 4,539 $ 4,537
   % of Total 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.3
   % Change 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 (24.8)

Property & Development $ 33,322 $ 29,836 $ 31,088 $ 29,260 $ 48,774
   % of Total 1.7 1.6 1.8 1.7 2.8
   % Change 11.7 (4.0) 6.2 (40.0) 18.1

Other (2) $ 226,885 $ 225,187 $ 210,451 $ 230,292 $ 210,468
   % of Total 11.4 11.9 12.0 13.1 12.1
   % Change 0.8 7.0 (8.6) 9.4 (2.8)

Total Expenditures(3) $ 1,987,329 $ 1,895,421 $ 1,758,811 $ 1,739,859 $ 1,735,145
   % of Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
   % Change 4.8 7.8 1.1 0.3 4.1

(1) Includes General Fund expenditures only. Operating Transfers Out have been excluded from all years.
(2) Includes:  Parks and Recreation, Human Services, Judgments and Claims, Public Health Programs, Capital Outlays, Debt Service
(3) The total expenditures for fiscal 2001 were restated for GASB purposes.

Table-1

General Government Expenditures by Function (GAAP Basis) (1)

Last Ten Fiscal Years
(in thousands)
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2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 Function

$ 67,913 $ 65,132 $ 54,283 $ 43,850 $ 55,358 General Government
4.1 4.2 3.7 3.3 4.3    % of Total
4.3 20.0 23.8 (20.8) 25.6    % Change

$ 373,362 $ 358,855 $ 353,118 $ 322,190 $ 292,935 Public Safety
22.4 23.4 24.2 23.9 22.6    % of Total

4.0 1.6 9.6 10.0 5.0    % Change

$ 77,241 $ 69,689 $ 70,019 $ 60,163 $ 55,843 Public Works
4.6 4.5 4.8 4.5 4.3    % of Total

10.8 (0.5) 16.4 7.7 (8.0)    % Change

$ 30,360 $ 27,792 $ 27,441 $ 24,468 $ 24,014 Libraries
1.8 1.8 1.9 1.8 1.9    % of Total
9.2 1.3 12.2 1.9 2.6    % Change

$ 611,368 $ 578,583 $ 537,585 $ 505,795 $ 478,659 Schools
36.7 37.7 36.8 37.6 36.9    % of Total

5.7 7.6 6.3 5.7 5.5    % Change

$ 84,970 $ 96,019 $ 83,341 $ 75,382 $ 72,299 Retirement Cost
5.1 6.3 5.7 5.6 5.6    % of Total

(11.5) 15.2 10.6 4.3 6.2    % Change

$ 90,501 $ 86,221 $ 84,493 $ 76,279 $ 75,693 Employee Benefits
5.4 5.6 5.8 5.7 5.8    % of Total
5.0 2.0 10.8 0.8 11.3    % Change

$ 66,788 $ 66,995 $ 65,569 $ 64,187 $ 62,457 State & District Assessments
4.0 4.4 4.5 4.8 4.8    % of Total

(0.3) 2.2 2.2 2.8 1.4    % Change

$ 6,030 $ 5,861 $ 7,362 $ 8,267 $ 7,657 County
0.4 0.4 0.5 0.6 0.6    % of Total
2.9 (20.4) (10.9) 8.0 (20.2)    % Change

$ 41,300 $ 35,230 $ 31,805 $ 31,934 $ 30,519 Property & Development
2.5 2.3 2.2 2.4 2.4    % of Total

17.2 10.8 (0.4) 4.6 16.9    % Change

$ 216,532 $ 145,881 $ 144,534 $ 133,259 $ 141,970 Other (2)

13.0 9.4 9.9 9.8 10.8    % of Total
48.4 0.9 8.5 (6.1) 0.2    % Change

$ 1,666,365 $ 1,536,258 $ 1,459,550 $ 1,345,774 $ 1,297,404 Total Expenditures
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0    % of Total

8.5 5.3 8.5 3.7 5.0    % Change
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Source 2006 2005 2004 2003 2002

Property Taxes $ 1,190,347 $ 1,138,254 $ 1,082,574 $ 1,053,945 $ 990,848 $
   % of Total 56.5 59.5 59.3 58.7 55.0
   % Change 4.6 5.1 2.7 6.4 13.3

Motor Vehicle Excises $ 62,328 $ 73,855 $ 38,135 $ 58,263 $ 42,776 $
   % of Total 3.0 3.9 2.1 3.2 2.4
   % Change (15.6) 93.7 (34.5) 36.2 2.3

Other Excises (2) $ 45,033 $ 20,051 $ 47,219 $ 35,870 $ 68,338 $
   % of Total 2.1 1.0 2.6 2.0 3.8
   % Change 124.6 (57.5) 31.6 (47.5) 121.7

Departmental & Other $ 51,992 $ 60,704 $ 45,556 $ 62,373 $ 62,200 $
   % of Total 2.5 3.2 2.5 3.5 3.5
   % Change (14.4) 33.3 (27.0) 0.3 6.7

State Distributions $ 557,418 $ 460,898 $ 459,836 $ 444,751 $ 492,299 $
   % of Total 26.4 24.1 25.2 24.8 27.3
   % Change 20.9 0.2 3.4 (9.7) (0.2)

Payment in Lieu of Taxes $ 60,584 $ 42,218 $ 42,373 $ 40,910 $ 36,332 $
   % of Total 2.9 2.2 2.3 2.3 2.0
   % Change 43.5 (0.4) 3.6 12.6 (50.0)

Fines $ 67,876 $ 65,280 $ 66,342 $ 59,187 $ 60,601 $
   % of Total 3.2 3.4 3.6 3.3 3.4
   % Change 4.0 (1.6) 12.1 (2.3) 4.8

Investment Income $ 32,351 $ 17,970 $ 8,253 $ 8,951 $ 14,596 $
   % of Total 1.5 0.9 0.5 0.5 0.8
   % Change 80.0 117.7 (7.8) (38.7) (44.5)

Licenses & Permits $ 40,353 $ 33,491 $ 33,900 $ 30,217 $ 33,325 $
   % of Total 1.9 1.8 1.9 1.7 1.8
   % Change 20.5 (1.2) 12.2 (9.3) (9.4)

Total Revenues $ 2,108,282 $ 1,912,721 $ 1,824,188 $ 1,794,467 $ 1,801,315 $
   % of Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
   % Change 10.2 4.9 1.7 (0.4) 6.4

(1)  Includes General Fund revenues only.  Operating Transfers In have been excluded from all years.
(2)  Other excise taxes are composed of Hotel/Motel Excises, Aircraft Fuel Excises, Condominium Conversion Excise, and  Chapter 121A                   
Section 10 taxes.

Table-2

General Government Revenues by Source (GAAP Basis) (1)

Last Ten Fiscal Years
(in thousands)
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2001 2000 1999 1998 1997 Source

874,868 $ 869,295 $ 792,569 $ 754,561 $ 720,577 Property Taxes
51.7 53.6 51.9 52.8 53.4    % of Total

0.6 9.7 5.0 4.7 4.8    % Change

41,822 $ 36,700 $ 33,095 $ 32,341 $ 30,276 Motor Vehicle Excises
2.5 2.3 2.2 2.3 2.2    % of Total

14.0 10.9 2.3 6.8 9.5    % Change

30,823 $ 31,956 $ 35,143 $ 34,900 $ 33,263 Other Excises (2)

1.8 2.0 2.3 2.4 2.5    % of Total
(3.5) (9.1) 0.7 4.9 12.0    % Change

58,306 $ 45,490 $ 56,415 $ 50,241 $ 47,968 Departmental & Other
3.4 2.8 3.7 3.5 3.6    % of Total

28.2 (19.4) 12.3 4.7 12.3    % Change

493,278 $ 475,813 $ 456,958 $ 414,778 $ 380,440 State Distributions
29.1 29.3 29.9 29.0 28.2    % of Total

3.7 4.1 10.2 9.0 5.7    % Change

72,720 $ 56,423 $ 63,022 $ 56,224 $ 52,337 Payment in Lieu of Taxes
4.3 3.5 4.1 3.9 3.9    % of Total

28.9 (10.5) 12.1 7.4 5.6    % Change

57,840 $ 57,709 $ 47,693 $ 46,292 $ 48,798 Fines
3.4 3.6 3.1 3.2 3.6    % of Total
0.2 21.0 3.0 (5.1) 3.0    % Change

26,289 $ 19,255 $ 17,884 $ 18,526 $ 16,588 Investment Income
1.6 1.2 1.2 1.3 1.2    % of Total

36.5 7.7 (3.5) 11.7 (27.6)    % Change

36,795 $ 28,892 $ 24,010 $ 21,833 $ 19,009 Licenses & Permits
2.2 1.7 1.6 1.6 1.4    % of Total

27.4 20.3 10.0 14.9 (4.8)    % Change

1,692,741 $ 1,621,533 $ 1,526,789 $ 1,429,696 $ 1,349,256 Total Revenues
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0    % of Total

4.4 6.2 6.8 6.0 4.8    % Change
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Table-8

Fiscal City %
Year Class General Total Change

2006 Residential $ 11.12         $ 11.12     3.6 %
C.I.P. 30.70 30.70     (6.1) %

2005 Residential 10.73         10.73     5.7 %
C.I.P. 32.68 32.68     (1.2) %

2004 Residential 10.15         10.15     (10.1) %
C.I.P. 33.08 33.08 5.0 %

2003 Residential 11.29         11.29     2.5 %
C.I.P. 31.49 31.49 3.8 %

2002 Residential 11.01         11.01     4.1 %
C.I.P. 30.33 30.33 0.5 %

2001 Residential 10.58 10.58 (19.5) %
C.I.P. 30.17 30.17 (11.8) %

2000 Residential 13.15 13.15 (2.2) %
C.I.P. 34.21 34.21 (7.6) %

1999 Residential 13.44 13.44 (0.2)  %
C.I.P. 37.04 37.04 (3.7)  %

1998 Residential 13.47         13.47     (1.9)  %
C.I.P. 38.45 38.45 (7.3)  %

1997 Residential 13.73 13.73     (0.4)  %
C.I.P. 41.50 41.50 (2.6)  %

(1)  Real and personal property tax rates are per $1,000 of assessed value.

C.I.P. = Commercial, Industrial and Personal Property.

Source: City of Boston Assessing Department 

Direct and Overlapping Governments (1)

Last Ten Fiscal Years

Property Tax Rates
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