
 
 
 

City of Boston Conservation Commission 
Public Hearing Meeting Minutes 

Boston City Hall, Hearing Room 801 
Boston, Massachusetts, 02201 

 
January 4, 2012 

 
Commissioners Present:  Stephen Kunian – Acting Chairman, Antonia Pollak, John Sullivan, Vivien Li 
      
Commissioners Not Present:  Charles Button, John Lewis, Jeanne McHallam 
 
Staff Present:   Chris Busch, Executive Director 
 
 
6:12 PM  Notice of Intent from The General Hospital Corporation to construct a walkway extension, and 

pile supported access pier with storage shed, gangway ramp and float system at Building 114, 
Fifth Avenue, Charlestown Navy Yard, Little Mystic Channel (Designated Port Area, Land 
Under Ocean, Coastal Beach, Coastal Bank, Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage, Land 
Subject to Tidal Action). 
Owner: Boston Redevelopment Authority 

 Representatives: Andy Magee, Epsilon Associates; Peter Williams, Vine Associates; David Burson, 
Partners Health Care; Adam Hundley, Goulston and Storrs 

 Documents: Plans and photos filed with the project Notice of Intent 
 
V. Li – Epsilon Associates, Vine Associates and Ghoulston and Storrs are dues paying members of my employer 
The Boston Harbor Association. 
A Magee – The project is at Building 114 in the Charlestown Navy Yard.  There are a number of wetland resource 
areas present on the project site.  The project we are proposing consists of a series of gangway ramps to a public 
float system which is approximately 1,500 square feet.  The ramps are designed so that there is no more than 2-
feet of drop per 30 foot section to maintain ADA compliance.  There is also a walkway extension and landside 
connection to the ramps.  The dock can be used as a water taxi facility and it will be fully accessible to the public.  
There are also provisions for the Weingarden Program on the docks, which is associated with the Spaulding 
Rehabilitation Hospital.  The ramp system connects to the city’s parcel, which is maintained by Building 114.  The 
area above the parcel will be accessed by a stair case.  
S. Kunian – Why would you not continue along the wall to the adjacent property? 
A. Magee – There is not adequate clearance under the bridge at this time that is why the pathway is directed 
landward to 16th Street. 
A. Magee – There will be piles installed to secure the ramps and dock system.  The piles will be driven from the 
water side and a siltation curtain will be in place.  
V. Li – Can you show us where the Designated Port Area is? 
A. Magee – The DPA follows the property line, which is also the Harbor Line.  The floats are all on the outside of 
the Harbor Line. 
V. Li – This area abuts a DPA and it is an active part of the Little Mystic Channel.  Can you speak to the dock 
configuration in relation to Chapter 91 and the approved Secretary Certificate?  We want to make sure there are no 
conflicts with the DPA. 
A. Magee – The prior dock configuration and License had the docks running the full length of the property water 
line, however, there were issues with adequate depth.  Regarding Chapter 91 we just met with DEP today and are 
waiting on a written determination.  DEP stated they were comfortable with the current dock design.  With Mystic 
Marine on the other side of the channel the prior License indicated that we had to coordinate with the property 
owner, Massport.  We have discussed the project with Lowell Richards, but we have another meeting with Deb 
Hadden scheduled. 
V. Li – When will DEP issue the License?  This is different than what the Secretary’s Certificate had approved.  I 
want to be sure there are no conflicts and that all the paper work is in place. 
A. Magee – We are now building a larger facility in response to comments received from the Environment 
Department.  Those plans were circulated with response to comments.  DEP has seen these plans. I have spoken 
at length with Deb Hadden regarding the project and will be meeting with her. 
T. Pollak – Is there a gate, lighting and landscape plan for the area? 
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A. Magee – There is a portion of hedge that will be removed to provide for the pathway connection; all the trees on 
the site will be retained aside from the Norway Maples. This area will be closed from sunset to sunrise and there 
will be signage indicating this schedule.  There is no new lighting proposed, but there is lighting on the existing 
building which will illuminate the area. 
S. Kunian – How is the Weingarten program consistent with the public’s use of the docks?  There should be some 
type of policy in place as to how the public will use the docks and the Commission should review these.  
S. Kunian – How will the fish run be affected by the work? 
C. Busch – DMF’s primary concerns are related to in water construction work and we have the time-of-year proviso 
in the draft Order. 
S. Kunian – Is there historical signage in place. 
A. Magee – The interior of the building has historic signage. 
S. Kunian – What about the exterior; you should consider additional interpretive signage outside the building. 
V. Li – There will be temporary Harborwalk along Parcel 7 to connect to the Building 114 property correct? 
D. Burson – We already have designated Harborwalk signage to direct the public from Parcel 7 to Parcel 6. 
A. Magee – We have on issue we would like to raise regarding the draft Order given the shallow waters we are 
dealing with in the area.  The draft Order requires 2.5 feet of clearance, but we can only provide 1-foot of draft at 
one corner of the dock. 
C. Busch – I can follow up with Tay Evans at Marine Fisheries as we typically incorporate their suggestions into the 
draft Order. 
V. Li – I propose continuing review of the project for two weeks and in that time have Massport and DEP coordinate 
with Commission staff regarding any conflicts of use and approval of the proposed dock design.  If a signage plan 
can be developed within the next two weeks that should be presented as well.   
S. Kunian – I would like to see a security plan as well for the docks and how the Spaulding program will be 
coordinated with the public’s use. 
V. Li – I move this matter be continued for two weeks and the noted information provided to the Commission. 
T. Pollak – Second. 
 

 Motion made by V. Li and seconded by T. Pollak to continue review of the Notice of 
Intent until the January 18, 2012 public hearing (voted 4/0/0)  

 
 
7:05 PM  Request to amend Order of Conditions DEP File No. 006-1244 from Boston Boat Basin LLC, to 

replace existing floats and remove and install existing and new piles at 87 Commercial Wharf, 
North End, Boston Inner Harbor (Land Under Ocean, Fish Run). 
Owner: Boston Boat Basin LLC 

 Representatives: Richard Jabba, Fort Point Associates; Robin Bergstrom, Fort Point Associates 
 Documents: Plans provided in the amendment request. 
 
V. Li – For the record Fort Point Associates is a dues paying member of my employer The Boston Harbor 
Association. 
C. Busch – About a year ago the Commission reviewed and permitted a pile and dock replacement project proposed 
by the proponent.  The amendment request is to continue with additional pile and dock reconfiguration at the subject 
location. 
S. Kunian – What is the reason for the change? 
R. Jabba – The owner has determined that additional and larger wave attenuation is need at the marina, as well as 
the need to replace additional docks that are not in good shape.  This configuration will allow for larger vessels.   
V. Li – There used to be handicap accessible binoculars on the property which are now missing.  The binoculars 
need to be replaced. Your client also needs to sign off on the Harborwalk on the south side of Commercial Wharf to 
be built Doug Freeman.  If we approve this we need the binoculars and sign-off on an easement. 
R. Jabba – I don’t think the current owner was aware of the binoculars on the property. And there are several reasons 
why the current owner will not sign off on an easement; the first being coverage of watersheet on his property, the 
second being security and there is not adequate space.  There is the question of why the Harborwalk cannot be 
construction landside on the wharf. 
S. Kunian – I think we need to continue the hearing and bring in the responsible parties and the owner.  I also want 
an update on the Harborwalk. 
R. Jabba – Just for the record there is some litigation pending between the condominium association and Boston 
Yacht Haven. 
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V. Li – I move we continue the hearing until February and have Mr. Lagasse, Mr. Freedman and the Condo 
Association present. 
S. Kunian – Second. 
 

 Motion made by V. Li and seconded by S. Kunian to continue review of the Notice of 
Intent until the February 1, 2012 public hearing (voted 4/0/0)  

 
 
7:25 PM Request for Certificate of Compliance for Order of Conditions DEP File No. 006-1230 from 

the Boston Water and Sewer Commission for the abandonment of the BOS 987 Outfall and 
restoration activities, William Day Boulevard, Dorchester, Dorchester Bay. 

 
C. Busch – I did conduct a site visit of the project site and all work was completed in accordance with the project 
plans.  There was significant demolition conducted as well as restoration planting which is doing well.  I recommend 
issuance of a certificate of compliance. 
 

 Motion made by V. Li and seconded by T. Pollak to issue a Certificate of Compliance 
(voted 3/0/1)  

 
 

 Motion to adjourn the public hearing made by V. Li and seconded by S. Kunian 
(voted 4/0/0).  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


