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Historical note

In December of 1889, the City Council passed an order “that the Record Commissioners be requested to prepare
and print as a public document, a list with brief notices, of the deceased members of the City Councils of Boston,
Charlestown and Roxbury, giving exact dates as far as possible.” In April of 1890, the Record Commissioners
under the direction of William H. Whitmore, Chairman, attempted to try to obtain from the living members and
family of deceased members such personal facts to preserve as part of the city archives. Forms were sent out
between 1891-1894 requesting information on name, place and date of birth, family, education, business, official
positions, and military service.
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Scope and Contents note

The Record Commissioners during the years 1891-1894 compiled the “Personal Records” of the members of the
Board of Aldermen and Common Council. The collection includes forms from members of the City Councils
from 1861-1890. Gaps do exist throughout this span. The publication “A Catalogue of the city councils of Boston,
Roxbury, Charlestown…” printed by order of the City Council, 1909 contains a list of all the members of the City
Councils from 1822-1909 with a biographical notes number. William Whitmore used these same numbers,
handwritten on the forms, to organize the collection. This collection includes forms for City Council members
#1004-#1966 with gaps. An individual City Council member’s number can be found by consulting the index in
the “Catalogue of the City Councils…” In addition to the printed forms, there are also news clippings, business
letterhead, and transcribed obituaries for some of the members.
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Related Material

"A Catalogue of the City Councils of Boston - 1822-1908, Roxbury - 1846-1867, Charlestown - 1847-1873 and
of the Selectmen of Boston, 1634-1822 also of various other town and municipal officers printed by order of the
City Council" City of Boston Printing Department 1909 can be found in the Publications Collection.
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Box Folder
1 1 #1004-1028
1 2 #1029-1056
1 3 #1060-1086
1 4 #1087-1110
1 5 #1111-1134
1 6 #1135-1156
1 7 #1160-1178
1 8 #1179-1196
1 9 #1197-1215
1 10 #1216-1237
1 11 #1238-1258
1 12 #1259-1274
1 13 #1275-1292
1 14 #1293-1313
1 15 #1314-1333
1 16 #1334-1352
2 17 #1353-1371
2 18 #1372-1392
2 19 #1393-1409
2 20 #1411-1428
2 21 #1429-1449
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2 22 #1450-1465
2 23 #1467-1490
2 24 #1491-1511
2 25 #1512-1529
2 26 #1530-1545
2 27 #1546-1561
2 28 #1562-1579
2 29 #1581-1596
2 30 #1598-1614
2 31 #1615-1632
2 32 #1633-1650
2 33 #1651-1666
2 34 #1667-1682
2 35 #1683-1706
2 36 #1708-1722
2 37 #1723-1740
3 38 #1741-1756
3 39 #1757-1772
3 40 #1773-1789
3 41 #1790-1805
3 42 #1806-1821
3 43 #1823-1838
3 44 #1840-1856
3 45 #1857-1873
3 46 #1874-1889
3 47 #1891-1906
3 48 #1907-1921
3 49 #1922-1936
3 50 #1937-1952
3 51 #1953-1966
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