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Scope and Contents note

Historical Note

Medical inspection of schools in this country was started in Boston in 1894 under the direction of the
Boston Board of Health, with the purpose of controlling in the public schools the spread of contagious and
infectious diseases. As the causes of ill health among school children became better understood the
conviction grew that these matters were of greater scope and complexity than those associated with
epidemic diseases, hence the development of the department of hygiene as a part of the school system. The
Department of School Hygiene was established by Chapter 295 of the Acts of 1907. Regular medical
inspection of the schools was maintained by the Health Department from 1894-1915. The School
Committee took charge of this function on September 1, 1915. In order to modernize titles, the name of the
department was changed on May 4, 1964 to Department of School Health Services.
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The records of the Department of School Health Services include subject files on a variety of topics
including departmental budgets, polio, immunizations, school nurses and physicians, drugs, dental issues,
vision and hearing and other medical issues. There are a small number of photographs in the collection.
Records have been redacted when necessary. Records that have been removed from the collection are
exempt from the public records law due to personnel and medical issues.
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51-52
53
54

Absenteeism, 1966 Jan-Feb

Abuse or Injury of a School Child, 1976-1977
Accidents, 1946, 1950-1960, 1964

Advisory Board, undated

Annual reports, 1953-1974

Apportionment, 1969 Sep-1974 May

Associate Superintendent for Special Services, 1969-1974
Audiometer, 1951 Jun-1955 Jan

Boston Mental Health Survey, 1962

Boston School Committee, 1968-1972

Boston School Department Study (Cronin Study), 1969-1970
Budget, 1960-1977 (17 Folders)

Budget, Estimates of Proposed Expenditures, 1974-1975
Bunker Hill Clinic, 1967 (2 Folders)

Cardiac Testing, 1939, 1945, 1955

Cases Investigated, 1944-1966 (4 Folders)

Cerebral Palsy, 1951 Oct-1953 Sep

Change of Title, 1964 May 4

Civil Defense, 1956, 1959

Clinics, Various, 1964, 1968-1974

Communicable Diseases, 1969

Compensatory Services, 1966 Sep 8

Complaints, 1952-1968

Conference reports, 1965, 1973

Continuing Education for School Nurses - Special Needs Children, 1973
Custodians, 1959, 1964-1969

Dental, 1958-1974

Dental, Abraham Lincoln Clinic, 1958-1959

Diphtheria & Tetanus, 1959-1967

Director's Office, Correspondence, 1958-1974

Drugs, General, 1969-1974, 1977 (2 Folders)
Educational Planning Center, 1970-1972, 1974
Epilepsy, 1939-1966
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1 55 Fahey, Marion, Associate Superintendent, 1975

1 56 Feet, 1943-1965

1 57 Harrison, William, Associate Superintendent, 1974-1975
1 58 Harvard School of Public Health, 1965-1966

1 59 Health Department, City of Boston, 1934-1971

1 60 Health Department, State of Massachusetts, 1962-1974
1 61 Home Teachers, 1947-1967

1 62 Home and School Association, 1956, 1971-1973

2 1 Horace Mann Title 111 Project, 1967-1970

2 2 Immunization, 1965-1976

2 3 Industrial School for Crippled Children, 1962

2 4 Instructions to School Physicians, 1925-1930, 1932-1936, 1941-1942, 1955-1957,

1959, 1961-1964, 1966-1968

2 5 Jacob's Survey, 1954-1958

2 6 Lead Poisoning, 1971-1972

2 7 Martha Eliot Health Center at Bromley-Heath, 1965-1973

2 8 Massachusetts Mental Health Center (Boston Psychopathic Hospital), 1959
2 9 Massachusetts School Physicians' Association, 1964-1969

2 10 Merger with Health Department, 1961

2 11 Nurses, 1957-1974

2 12 Nursing Division, Policies of, 1961

2 13 Nurse Practitioners, 1972-1973

2 14 Officials and Employees, 1966-1971

2 15 Otological Reports & Notes, 1932-1933, 1936-1937, 1957-1958, 1963-1965
2 16 Paramedic Aides, 1972

2 17 Photographs, undated

2 18 Physical Defects, Report on, 1929-1969

2 19 Polio Cases, 1955 Jul-Dec

2 20 Poliomyelitis Committee, 1959-1962

2 21 Polio - General File, 1935, 1945-1961

2 22-28 Polio Program, 1954-1965 (7 Folders)

2 29 Pre-School Physical Examinations, 1953-1958

2 30 Psychiatrist, 1959-1961, 1964, 1966

2 31 Principals, 1947-1949, 1957, 1963, 1967-1968

2 32 Questionnaires, 1948, 1955-1958, 1960-1966, 1968-1969

2 33-34 Quincy School Planning Project - Title 111, 1965-1969 (2 Folders)
2 35 Reports, Various, 1940-1962

2 36 Roxbury Nutrition Survey, 1964, 1967

2 37 School Physicians, 1941, 1944-1973

2 38 Sickle Cell Anemia, 1971-1973

2 39 Special Needs, 1944, 1947-1973

2 40 Speech Improvement, 1939-1941, 1943, 1946, 1948-1949, 1956-1959
2 41 Statistics, Department of, 1964-1965, 1967, 1969-1973

2 42 Strayer Survey, 1944-1945
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43
44
45
46
47

48
49

Task force on School Health Services, 1973-1974
Title 1, 1963-1969, 1973

Tuberculin Testing Program, 1957-1959

United Community Services Testing, 1955-1957

United States Department of Health - Examination Survey, Cycle Il and 111, 1963,
1966

Vision and Hearing, 1955-1976
Vision and Hearing - Statistical Reports, 1940-1958
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