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1.0
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1.2

LOCATION OF PROPERTY
Addresses

The Christian Science Center complex (now referred to by the Church as the
Christian Science Plaza) is associated with multiple addresses, as follows:

e The Mother Church (original building and extension): 250 Massachusetts
Avenue; listed by the City of Boston Assessing Department as 93

Falmouth Street.

e Christian Science Publishing House: 200-210 Massachusetts Avenue;
listed by the City of Boston Assessing Department as 204 Massachusetts

Avenue.
e Sunday School Building: 235 Huntington Avenue.
e Church Colonnade Building: 101 Belvidere Street.
e Administration Building: 177 Huntington Avenue.

Assessor’s parcel numbers

The City of Boston Assessing Department has assigned the following parcel

numbers to the Christian Science Center complex:

e Parcel 0401162000 (containing The Mother Church Building).

e Parcel 0401164000 (contains the plaza west of The Mother Church

Building).
e Parcel 0401185000 (contains the Publishing House Building).

e Parcel 0401150000 (contains the plaza and Reflecting Pool, the
Administration Building, the Church Colonnade Building, and the Sunday

School Building).

e Parcel 0401180000 (contains grass-covered lawn west of The Mother
Church, rectangular sections west and east of The Mother Church, and a

portion of The Mother Church Building).

Area in which property is located

The Christian Science Center is located at the intersection of Massachusetts
Avenue and Huntington Avenue, in the Fenway section of Boston. Roughly M-
shaped, the site contains approximately 14.5 acres of land, including
approximately 10.4 acres of open space. The site is bounded by Huntington
Avenue, Horticultural Hall, Massachusetts Avenue, Clearway Street, Dalton

Street, and Belvidere Street.



Map Showing Location, Site Plan, and Aerial View of Site
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Figure 1. Locus Map. (Boston Landmarks Commission)
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Figure 2. Site Plan. (Image courtesy of The First Church of Christ, Scientist)









Figure 18. Reflecting Pool and bosque, looking toward Huntington Avenue.
(Photograph by Wendy Frontiero)

Figure 19. Children’s Fountain. (Photograph © The First Church of Christ, Scientist)
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Figure 20. East end of plaza, looking towards Belvidere Street: Children’s Fountain,
bench, and trees. (Photograph by Wendy Frontiero)

Figure 21. Massachusetts Avenue lawn, plaza, Publishing House, and Mother Church
Extension Portico. (Photograph by Wendy Frontiero)
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Figure 22. Mary Baker Eddy Library Courtyard. (Photograph by Wendy Frontiero)
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Figure 23. View of Christian Science Center, looking west; 1972. (Photograph by
Gordon N. Converse / © 1972 The Christian Science Monitor (www.CSMonitor.com).

Used with permission.)

31



Figure 24. View of Christian Science Center, looking east; 1975. (Photograph by
Gordon N. Converse / © 1975 The Christian Science Monitor (www.CSMonitor.com).

Used with permission.)
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3.0

3.1

SIGNIFICANCE

The Christian Science Center is historically and architecturally significant at the
local, state, regional, and national levels as the headquarters of a worldwide
religion; as an extraordinary example of the evolution of a religious complex; for
its association with Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of The First Church of Christ,
Scientist; and for its association with several distinguished architects and
landscape architects over the span of nearly a century, including Charles Brigham,
Solon S. Beman, I.M. Pei, Araldo Cossutta, Hideo Sasaki, and Stuart Dawson.

The construction of the Original Mother Church and its Extension established the
site as the center of the Christian Science movement, while the addition of the
Publishing House marked the rapid expansion of the religion into other arenas and
began to create a more comprehensive urban landscape. The three earlier
buildings are the nucleus of an urban plaza influenced by the City Beautiful
movement of the early 20™ century, and served as models for Christian Science
architecture throughout the country.

The complex also achieves significance as a rare example of a monumental,
modernist architectural design for an entire city block, and as a prominent open
space for the Fenway, Back Bay, and South End neighborhoods.

Historic Significance

Background and History of the Christian Science Center Site

The site now occupied by the Christian Science Center was originally part of the
Gravelly Point peninsula, which projected between the Muddy River to its west
and the fens of the Charles River to its north and east. The Gravelly Point
Peninsula was part of the Town of Roxbury until its annexation by Boston in
1868. In the first half of the 19" century, two dams were built and mills were
established here, and a swath of railroad lines from the west extended through the
Charles River Basin to downtown Boston. In the mid-19" century, filling of the
Basin and development of the upscale Back Bay residential neighborhood, to the
north of the Christian Science Center site, commenced. The area to the southeast
of the site was concurrently filled and developed as the new South End
neighborhood.

The marshes in the Charles River Basin created a major drainage and sanitation
problem for the growing city, however. In 1878, a newly-created Park
Commission hired landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted to study proposals
for the area. Olmsted designed a system employing tidal gates and a sewage
interceptor in a civil engineering project that was integrated with a new,
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naturalistic public park known as the Back Bay Fens — “a jewel” in the large-
scale, coordinated park system that Olmsted created for Boston.*

Construction of the Fens parkland in the 1880s and 1890s encouraged important
new development in the surrounding area, aided by increasing population growth
and unfortunate catastrophe. After the Great Fire of 1872 in downtown Boston,
many institutions, along with a large number of residents, began moving
westward to Copley Square, the Fenway, Kenmore Square, and beyond.

The Fenway area became home to a heterogeneous mix of rowhouses, apartment
buildings, hotels, churches, schools, libraries, and museums in the late 19" and
early 20" centuries. Prominent among the institutional occupants here were The
First Church of Christ, Scientist, which built its original edifice on the present site
in 1894, substantially enlarged it in 1906, and established its Publishing House
here between 1908-17; and, at the corner of Massachusetts and Huntington
avenues, Symphony Hall (1899-1900) and Horticultural Hall (1901).

Construction of the Massachusetts Avenue bridge across the Charles River in
1891 was instrumental in promoting cross-town traffic, resulting in a wave of new
development along Massachusetts Avenue (originally known as West Chester
Park) and Huntington Avenue. By the turn of the 20" century, Massachusetts
Avenue was changing to a main commercial thoroughfare, with stores and offices
situated on the ground floors of residential buildings or replacing them completely
with new commercial buildings.

In 1895, the Original Mother Church occupied a small parcel at the apex of a
triangle formed by three streets: Massachusetts Avenue, Falmouth Street (which
ran from Massachusetts Avenue to Belvidere Street, and is now a passageway
between The Mother Church/Colonnade buildings and the Reflecting Pool), and
Norway Street, which extended between Massachusetts Avenue and Falmouth
Street, and is now a passageway between The Mother Church and the Publishing
House Building. A shallow, U-shaped street, known as St. Paul Street, bisected
this triangle, in the area that is now a paved plaza in front of The Mother Church
Portico. (See Figure 30, 1895 map.)

At this time, the area consisted mainly of three- to five-story, red brick
rowhouses. The block between Norway and Dundee (now Clearway) streets was
still undeveloped, although it was fully built up with rowhouses (and two
adjoining apartment buildings along Massachusetts Avenue) by 1908.

Most of the rectangular block between Huntington and Massachusetts avenues
and Falmouth and Norway streets was also undeveloped in 1895, except for a
group of rowhouses at the corner of Huntington Avenue and the end of Norway

%1983 Survey & Planning Grant Part | - Fenway Project Completion Report, Submitted August 31, 1984
to Massachusetts Historical Commission (on file, Boston Landmarks Commission and Massachusetts
Historical Commission, Boston, MA), 3.
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Street. By 1908, Horticultural Hall and Chickering Hall (later known as St. James
Theatre and the Uptown Theatre; now the site of the Sunday School Building)
occupied the Massachusetts Avenue end of this block, and a park owned by the
Church was developed on the remaining open space of the block. (See Figure31,
1908 map.)

By 1917, the first Christian Science Publishing House building occupied the
entire parcel across St. Paul Street from The Mother Church, behind a line of
rowhouses facing Massachusetts Avenue. (See Figure 32, 1917 map.) Between
1928 and 1938, the rowhouses at Norway Street and Huntington Avenue were
demolished, and the adjacent church park was extended to Norway Street. (See
figure 38, 1938 map.) The rowhouses along Massachusetts Avenue were
demolished in the 1960s and the first Publishing Society Building was demolished
in 1973 to make way for the Christian Science Plaza expansion project. (See
Figure 25.)
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